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intended to have adverse humanitarian consequences for the civilian population of
the DPRK or to affect negatively those activities, including economic activities and
cooperation, that are not prohibited by resolutions 1718 (2006), 1874 (2009), 2087
(2013), 2094 (2013) or this resolution, and the work of international organizations and
non-governmental organizations carrying out assistance and relief activites in the
DPRK for the benefit of the civilian population of the DPRK”  (adopted in 2016.03)
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Abstract
A study on the long-term

characteristics of the Korean
government’s humanitarian
assistance to North Korea
(1995-2020)

Lin Hongjian

Korean Studies Major

Department of International Studies

The Graduate School of International Studies
Seoul National University

Recognizing that continuous humanitarian assistance should be
provided in a situation that North Korea’s economy is not improving,
this paper found that humanitarian assistance at the government level
differs greatly from each government. This paper try to found the
factor that affect humanitarian assistance to North Korea at the
government level, and further explored the long-term characteristics of
South Korea’s humanitarian assistance to North Korea. In response to
these research questions, this paper attempted to identify the
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influencing factors at the donor level and at the beneficiary level as
mentioned in the previous paper, and at the same time explore the

relationship between international and humanitarian assistance .

At the donor level, the relationship between South Korea’s policy
stance toward North Korea, South Korea’s economic situation, public
opinion of the South Korean people was analyzed. Through the analysis,
it was found that South Korea’s policy toward North Korea had a
decisive effect on South Korea’s humanitarian aid to North Korea.
However, it was judged that the economic situation did not have a
significant impact on humanitarian assistance to North Korea through
comparison of South Korea’s gross national income, previous economic
growth trends, and humanitarian assistance trends. In addition, the
impact of humanitarian assistance trends was analyzed using poll data
such as government approval ratings and satisfaction with North
Korea’s policy toward the South Korean government. As a result of the
analysis, it was found that public opinion of the South Korean people
did not significantly affect humanitarian assistance.

At the beneficiary level, the relationship between North Korea’s
policy stance toward South Korea, North Korea’s economic situation,
and North Korean public opinion and humanitarian assistance was
analyzed. Through examining and organizing the history of North
Korea’s provocations and cooperation with South Korea, it was found
that there were all North Korea’s provocations against South Korea
when humanitarian assistance declined. After comparing the graphs of
North Korea’s gross national income, North Korea’s economic growth
rate, and humanitarian assistance, it was found that North Korea’s

economic situation also had no significant impact on humanitarian
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assistance. However, regardless of the trend of increase or decrease in
humanitarian assistance, it can be seen that one of the reasons why
the amount of humanitarian aid to North Korea has decreased
significantly since 2008 is due to changes in North Korea’s economic
policy. Analysis of the relationship between Kim Jong-II’ s approval
rating and North Korean positive evaluation data on North Korean
assistance, North Korean positive evaluation of North Korean assistance,
and humanitarian assistance found that North Korean public opinion did

not affect humanitarian assistance.

In terms of international relations, the relationship between the US
policy toward North Korea as an exogenous factor, the change in
relations between China and North Korea, and the amount of
humanitarian assistance was analyzed. Through the analysis, it was
found that the US policy toward North Korea or the relationship
between China and North Korea had no significant impact on South
Korea’s humanitarian assistance to North Korea.

Therefore, overall, the following long-term characteristics can be
derived.

First, South Korea’s humanitarian assistance to North Korea is
decisively most affected by the South Korean government’s North
Korean policy.

Second, the decline in South Korea’s humanitarian aid to North Korea
is directly affected by North Korea’s provocation. In other words, South
Korea’s humanitarian assistance to North Korea is affected by the
interaction between South Korea’s policy stance and North Korea’s
policy toward South Korea.

Third, South Korea’s humanitarian assistance to North Korea is
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relatively less affected by South Korea’s economic environment and
public opinion environment, North Korea’s economic environment and

public opinion environment, and the United States and China.

Keywords : Humanitarian assistance, North Korea policy, Inter-Korean

relations
Student Number : 2019-25195
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