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Abstract

Huang Tsun-hsien's diplomatic activities and

ideology

Focusing on TRyukyu Samchaeks and TStrategy

of Joseong

YANG LIN
Dept. of Political Science and International Relations
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis will systematically examine the changes in Japan
policy of a major diplomat and poet of the late Qing Dynasty,
Huang Tsun-hsien (H&%). The thesis concentrates on perceptions
of Chinese Confucian intellectuals regarding changes in
international politics and the status of neighboring countries under
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a shifting East Asian international order.

As a Qing dynasty diplomat, Huang was in charge of negotiating
with  Japan on the status of Ryukyu and Joseon. Hwang
Tsun-hsien's perception of Japan changed throughout these
negotiations. This thesis focuses on Huang's perceptions, as
revealed in Ryukyu Samchaek and Strategy of Joseon, with
research materials from 1877 to 1882, when Huang was active in
Japan. In addition, the thesis analyses the characteristics of
Huang's diplomatic ideology by using historical and descriptive
methods, with a focus on the political approach.

Ryukyu and Joseon were the tribute countries closest to China
during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Both of them sent tribute to
China and carried out trade as vassal states for hundreds of
years. However, in the late 19th century, as the Western powers
invaded inearnest, the international order in East Asia was rapidly
reorganized. As the traditional Chinese order collapsed, the
international order in East Asia was transformed into one
governed by the modern international law of the West. Both
Ryukyu and Joseon suffered invasions from Western powers and
Japan. This meant that the China’s tributesystem was in jeopardy.

Facing such a crisis, modern Chinese diplomats, including Huang,
responded by suggesting Ryukyu Samchaek and Strategy of
Joseon. Ryukyu Samchaek led to an exchange of Diplomatic Notes
between Japan and China and the mediation of U.S. president
Ulysses S Grant. Through the writings of Kim Hong-jip (£5L%), a
minister of the Joseon dynasty(FRE¥1&{E5%), Strategy of Joseon was
introduced to Joseon and promoted thesigning of the Korea-U.S.
Trade Treaty (BASEBRAIFAY).

During this period, Huang Tsun-hsien's view of Japan changed as
follows. First, Hwang maintained an uncompromising position with
Japan, as seen in the Ryukyu case. However, he later developed
his diplomatic ideology, from the traditional Confucian view of
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international politics towards acceptance and use of international
law. Subsequently, he shifted from the cultural centralism that
looked down on Japan to the position that China should learn
from Japan, when he saw the developments promoted by the Meiji
Restoration. In Strategy of Joseon, he advised Joseon “to seek
survival by getting closer to China, aligning with Japan, connecting
with the United States to defend against Russia.” He also argued
that Russian’s aggression was a greater threat to the whole of
East Asia, including Korea and China, and advocated for an
alliance with Japan. He was influenced by the concept of
“Renaissance of Asia” (3£il)in Japan and began to use the term
“Asia” Iin his later work, which shows a sense of Asian community.
At the time, Li Hong zhang did not want Japan to become a
branch of Western powers in Asia, but his greater purpose was to
makeJ apan act as a buffer between China and the West. Unlike
Li Hong zhang, Huang genuinely supported China-Japan
cooperation to bring peace and prestige to Asia, and was in one
of the earliest pan-Asianist groups. His theory of Asian revival was
constructed based on several factors, such as historical encounters
in Asia, shared culture, realistic fate , and common race. He
declared that Asian countries would unite for the revival of Asia.

Currently, globalization is intensifying and Asian integration is
becoming visible. Huang's view of Asia is a great example of how
to create a community of destiny in Asia. In particular, recently
the discussion on the revival of geopolitics as a theoretical
perspective to explain the situation of international politics in
Northeast Asia is drawing attention. This thesis is useful in
explaining the situation around the Korean Peninsula, and the
diplomatic strategies of the United States, China, Japan, and
Russia towards it. Sino-Japanese competition in East Asia in the
19th century has common points with U.S.-China competition today,
as does the trilateral cooperation between Korea, China, and
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