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Abstract

A Study of Labor Force Community of Migrant

Korean-Chinese in Korea

Focusing on Caregivers

FANG YUSHU
Korean Studies Major
Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

With the trend of globalization in today’s world, Korean society is turning into a diversi-
ty rather than a single-nation country. This study is mainly focused on one special existence
in this society. According to statistics provided by the Korean Ministry of Justice, Immigra-
tion Service and Korean Statistical Information Service (KOSIS), Korean-Chinese ( Choson-
jok, 2’1 = in Korean) currently accounts for the largest proportion of foreigners staying in
Korea. However, unlike other foreign migrants to whom Korea might be a totally new and
unfamiliar country, Korean-Chinese have maintained a close relationship with Korea when it
comes to the history and culture of the Korean Peninsula. On the one hand, they are often
confused about their identity because of their special characteristics of their ‘nation’. On the
other hand, Korean-Chinese people are considered as Chinese because they own Chinese cit-
izenships, but many people think they are the same nation as Koreans at the same time be-
cause their ancestors have historically migrated from the Korean Peninsula to China. Korean
government, academia, and some media often refer to groups with Korean and Chinese na-
tionality as “Chinese compatriot (Jungguk Dongpo)”, but “Korean-Chinese” is also frequent-

ly used.
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Through analyzing previous studies, the historical origin of Korean-Chinese was intro-
duced in detail, and the process of their inflow from Korea to China, then again from China
to Korea was summarized at the same time. Korean government classified Korean-Chinese
and people who moved to former Soviet (Koryo people) together as "foreign compatriot
(Dongpo)” and is gradually implementing and adjusting many related policies for them to
enter Korea more conveniently after Korea formally establishing diplomatic relations with
China. Subsequently, many Korean-Chinese started to enter Korea and began working here
by applying for visas such as short-term visit (C-3-8), work and visit (H-2), and overseas Ko-

rean (F-4). Many of them also entered hospitals and are working as caregivers.

Currently, the economic activities of the Korean-Chinese living in Korea are concentrat-
ed in the construction industry, such as seasonal labor, domestic housework workers, and
caregivers or restaurant servers, to name a few. This study used data from many sources such
as Korean Ministry of Justice, Immigration Service and Korean Statistical Information Ser-
vice (KOSIS), and related field scholars to analyze the history of Korean-Chinese migrant
workers living in Korea. Also, by taking deep interview with some Korean-Chinese care-
givers working in Korea, we can have a more thorough and comprehensive understanding
about Korean-Chinese caregivers’ working condition, their understanding about personal
identities about themselves. In this multicultural society, this study will enhance people’s un-
derstanding about what attitudes and policies should be chosen for foreigners living in Korea,

especially Korean-Chinese which is a special immigrant and diaspora group.

Key words: Korean-Chinese, Foreigner, Caregiver, Visa, Immigrants, Diaspora,

Labor Force

Student number: 2019-24300
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