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Abstract

A Study on the Allegorical
Representation of Memory

through Appropriation of Textual

Forms in Newspaper

- Focusing on author’s own work -

IM, JANG SOON

Major in Oriental Painting
College of Fine Arts

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation focuses on my paintings from 2018 to 2022. Based
on the theory of allegory(& &, yuyi) in literati painting, I will
analyze the subject matter, its theoretical grounds, techniques, form,
and the significance of my ink and ink wash paintings.

My painting is to express my thoughts and feelings without
filtration from subjective observations. This study analyzes the
methodology of expressions in which concrete records and conceptual
memories can be dichotomized in my work by appropriation of textual

forms in newspaper. It also explore the way of application of the
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allegorical theory into the contemporary art.

This study questions on the issues: First, what is allegorical
theory? Second, how can the theory be applied to my art practice?
Third, how can the records and memories be allegorically represented
in my work? Fourth, what techniques and form make allegorical
implications in my work? Fifth, how the allegorical representations in
art functions in the contemporary society?

In Chapter I, I reviewed the necessity, purpose, contents, methods
and the significance of my study.

Chapter II examined the allegorical theory about depositing one’s
meaning on things. Based on Su Shi’s theory of yuyi(F#7), it reviews
the creative process of, first, ‘intuitive(iE#{)" observation of things,
second, the 'subject-object unity(E& A —)' between the things and
viewers, and third, residing in the boundary of 'non-duality(/~—)"'.
This theory is compared with the theories of representation such as
the ‘spirit(#)’, ‘energy(5&if)’, form(%')’, and ‘texture(&) in the
Chinese painting discourses. To paint an allegory, the study suggests
to distinguish the idea of a practical thing and its meaning, deposit
the meaning on things, and to express the meaning in artwork based
on one's spontaneity ( H &1E).

In Chapter III, the idea about the things and meaning in the
allegory theory is substituted for newspapers and my personal memory
for my practice. To paint allegory in my work, I distinguished and
analyzed the objectivity of the newspaper and the subjectivity of my

memory. In my work, I appropriated the visual of newspaper form,

- 296 - A= 1H



expressed my memory, and set the dichotomy between the concrete
record form and its abstract memory. For my painting practice, I
considered the objecthood, temporality, and flatness of both the object
observed and my painting.

Chapter IV examines the materials and techniques in my practice.
For the technical research, I analyzed the work process investigating
the formal elements of my work, and my use of ink wash painting,
sketching, calligraphy, light and dark tones, and the spontaneous and
repetitive brush strokes. For the research on exhibition space, 1
focused on viewer's experience of my work by scale, date, title,
distance and direction of the work installation. For the material
research, 1 analyzed the photo collages, sketches, ink dots,
brushstrokes and the work titles which indicates the newspapers I
referenced.

Chapter V, I made a conclusion of this study and described the
meaning of my practice in contemporary art.

Based on the research of the allegories in my work, I will argue
that a painting not only gives visual information of objects painted,
but also reflects artist’s personality and his/her daily life living in our
society. Through my dissertation, I expect my study fosters following
researches on both the conceptual and technical application of the
traditional painting theory into the contemporary art practice.

Key words : allegory (&), records, memory, appropriation, reference,
ink, experience

Student ID number : 2020-38903
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