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Abstract

A Study on the Expression of
Critical Perception through

Visualization of Korean Society

Shin Hye Won
Master of Fine Arts in Printmaking
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study was conducted to examine the researcher’'s work view
and to provide a foothold for future work by analyzing researcher’s
works on Korean society with critical point of view. To define the
perspectives of researcher’s works, the works were classified by each
material and the meanings were interpreted. Similarly, the works
were examined whether the expression methods were appropriate by
describing the expression styles and formal characteristics chosen for
revealing researcher’s viewpoint. The artist, as a member of society,

speaks about customs and politics using a form of language, ‘Using



the art as form of language’, and provides a discussion point to the
audience. A work of art become a communication medium between
the artist who presents the meaning and the audience who accepts it.
The researcher believes that an art has a role and meaning when it
opens the possibility of reconsidering reality to the audience through
telling the reality perceived by the artist within the work of art. In
addition, criticizing the present society and the current situation by
work of art gives the researcher a sense of political efficacy. The
researcher responded to the repetitive patterns often seen in Korean
society triggered by researcher’s personal experience and brought
them as the subject of her work. In this study, works were classified
according to each material and the meanings of each work were
described. The subject matter was taken around from the researcher
and extended to politics, society in general, and the public, and the
critical point of view toward the outside results in the researcher’s
own reflection. The researcher classified the subject matter into three
themes: ’customary thinking and acceptance’, 'conventional political
behavior’, and ’'stylized public participation in politics’.

First, the paper discussed customs and values in the society that
have been mindlessly accepted through ‘customary thinking and
acceptance’. This was developed into doubts about the group and
power that make value judgments.

Next, in 'Conventional Political Behavior’, the researcher focused on
behaviors repeatedly revealed in the political situation in Korea, and
pointed out the behavior of conventional politicians and the faction
logic that is repeatedly practiced to maintain power.

Furthermore, the appearance of the public responding to this
political milieu was explained through ‘stylized public participation in

politics’. The work expressed the skepticism towards to the public’s

a1



uncritical behavior in the stylized participation, and revealed the
public’s inertial participation in history and politics.

For the expression of those themes, the researcher first collected
various images and edited them. The edited images form a meaning
through parallelly presenting with other images or texts or
overlapping with each other. This reconstructed meaning provides to
introduction to further work, and ‘uxtaposing’ and ‘overlapping’
methods were applied to build the meaning. The juxtaposition method
brings re—contextualization of content by apposing images with other
images and images and texts, which leads to comparative evaluation.
The overlapping method creates partially blotting out image which
emphasizes the content through the contrast between the deleted
image and its traces.

Lastly, the researcher examined the formal characteristics in
researcher’s works. The researcher explained suitability of applying
printing and silkscreen techniques for researcher's work, and reviewed
the influence of formal characteristics on the selection of the plate
material.

Through this study, the researcher had been able to organize the
materials and themes of researcher’'s works and to recognize the
problems objectively. The researcher realized that she took a work
with a simple and immediate reaction and approached it conveniently
in the use of techniques and printmaking. It is necessary to elaborate

study on materials and forms and refine them in the future.

keywords : observations of Korean society, critical views of
reality, conventional politics, public participation in politics,
juxtaposing and overlapping
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