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Abstract

Elementary School Teachers’
Multicultural Education Perception
Recognized Through Educational

Practice

Jeong, Daeun
Department of Edcuation
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Today’s Korean society is made up of members with diverse racial
and ethnic backgrounds, and the government has been proposing
policies to revitalize multicultural education since 2006 as a response to
this. However, the most important thing in school education is the
teacher, and especially in multicultural education, it can be said that
the teacher’s perception of multicultural education is the most
important factor. Previous studies on teachers’ perceptions of
multicultural education have mainly focused on teachers with
experience in teaching multicultural students. However, as the current

2015 revised national curriculum includes content related to
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multicultural education, domestic elementary school teachers are already
practicing multicultural education classes on a daily basis. With this
awareness in mind, this study tried to explore the perception of
multicultural education of elementary school teachers revealed in
educational practice.

As a result of the study, the contents of the multicultural education
classes practiced by teachers could be divided into three broad
categories:  ‘Diverse family types’ , ‘Countries and cultures of the
world” , and ‘Human rights and discrimination” . In the case of the
first category of diverse family types, teachers believed that
multicultural education could include not only multicultural families, but
also families who are considered ‘abnormal’ . In the second category,
when teaching the contents of countries and cultures around the world,
the teachers often had students research and present data about the
countries and cultures they were interested in, rather than unilaterally
transferring knowledge. In the case of the third category, human rights
and discrimination, the teachers thought that the entire contents of
human rights and discrimination could be multicultural education, but
what they mainly mentioned was discrimination based on skin color,
race, and ethnicity.

If so, how did teachers teach these content categories? First, the

“ ”

teachers used a variety of visual materials to help students “see
and understand the existence of others they were not normally aware
of. In addition, teachers either did not mention ‘abnormal’ students
at all or used them as ‘human resources’ . Finally, teachers made
students feel that they could be the one who expereicne discrimination
and injustice through familiar examples or mock experiences.

Combining the above, the characteristics of the perception of

multicultural education revealed in the practice of multicultural

- 92 - MEZT



education of teachers are analyzed as follows. First, when teachers
understand multicultural education, they relate it to multicultural
students, but they are not limited thereto. Second, they did not have
only one of the three main viewpoints on multicultural education, but
mixed them depending on the situation. Third, in designing the
curriculum for multicultural education, the most important goal was to
cultivate an attitude based on understanding and empathy among
knowledge building, attitude cultivation, and action.

keywords : Multicultral education, Teacher’ s multicultural education
perception, Multicultural education for all, Multicultural education
practice

Student Number : 2019-24535
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