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Abstract

Restoration efforts and frustration
of the Manchus after the fall of

Qing dynasty, 1911-1937

Jeong Seryeon
History Major.
Department of Social Studies Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

After the fall of the Qing dynasty, the Manchus, who were the
ruling class, now faced the need to redefine their position. Since
the establishment of the Qing Dynasty, they have formed a clan
association called “Eight Banners (JUff)” centered on them,
functioning as the foundation of society. However, in the process
of losing power due to the revolution, the ethnic alliance also
cracked as Han Chinese Fight Banners @#®/\ff) and some
Mongolian Banners &Gif/\f) had escaped. In addition, due to the

introduction of the modern national concept at the end of the
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Qing dynasty and the expression of Han Chinese nationalism, the
Manchus were either excluded or recognized as sub-members of
the Chinese nation centered on the Han people. Accordingly, the
Manchus escaped from the political clan alliance for their revival
and sought to transform themselves as republicans. In addition, the
Manchus had to prove that they had their own ethnicity against the
claim that they had overcome the anti-Manchuism #HE#FE#) and
were assimilated into the Han. This was more important because it
was the basis for demanding similar levels of rights to other ethnic
groups. Under the new state system, this can be divided into
activities such as adaptation to the republican people, securing
national independence, and pursuing independent regime
establishment. This study analyzes what the purpose of these
activities was and where the difference originated from, or what
the practical problems existed in the process.

Even in the revolution situation where the national system (Ei#)
changes, the Manchus promulgated the Last Qing Emperor’s
Imperial Edicts of Abdication (&##iiiA#) and changed the form of
peaceful regime change, expressing their willingness to exist as an
equal people under the legality of the transfer of power. The
criterion was the Articles of Favorable Treatment (B£i&ff) obtained
in exchange for peaceful local transformation. The revolution,
which began with armed conflict, agreed that both the
revolutionary forces and the Qing dynasty wanted to avoid civil war
and to preserve China's strong regions, and after various

controversies, agreed to the abdication of the national system (E#%)
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and succeeded in peaceful transformation. Now, the Manchus have
sought their own survival plans within the system based on the
Articles of Favorable Treatment (B£##ff). The Qing Royal Clan (2
%), under the name of ‘Little Court /N#ZE), wanted to exist in the
Republic of China and to play a certain role, and the Manchus also
actively transformed into a citizen to lead a life. The warlord
government tried to follow the Articles of Favorable Treatment as
much as possible to prevent the Manchus from leaving, but
intentionally  excluded or delayed the Manchus' political
participation through the National Assembly. In response, the
Manchus formed various organizations and continued to secure
independent seats based on the Manchus or Three Eastern
Provinces in the National Assembly. In some cases, if necessary,
they tried to secure common interests by combining with the Han
and Mongolian peoples by utilizing the existing ethnic alliance, the
Banner system. However, after Feng Yuxiang's (EXEi#f) rise to
power, the preferential conditions were revised and the Kuomintang
(B R#) government showed little willingness to recover. This was
regarded as a failure to the conditions of national transformation
and a betrayal of mutual trust.

In addition, the perception of the ruling forces on the harmony of
the five tribes, which was advocated as the banner of the
revolution, has also changed. In the case of the Beijing government,
efforts were attempted to comply with the Five Nationalities at least
as a justification, but the revolutionary forces were completely out

of the Five Nationalities Republicanism after Zhang Xun's (5RZ)
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failed attempt to achieve the restoration (fHEf). However, either
way, the Manchus had been ignored or denied their national
identity, claiming that they were assimilated into the Han.
Accordingly, Manchurian organizations worked to obtain the same
treatment as the Mongolians and the Tibetans(j&f%) based on the
harmony of the five tribes. However, in light of the modern
national concept of blood ties and common regional foundations,
or group residences as one of the main criteria, the Republic of
Korea and the Han Chinese did not recognize the same level of
suffrage and uniqueness as the Manchurian people recognized in
Mongolians and the Tibetans. This is in line with the fact that even
though the Huizu ([EIf), another member of the Five Nationalities
Republicanism (FfifE3#1), has secured a collective residence, it was
not recognized for its strong character as a religious community.
Accordingly, the Manchus sought to be recognized for their
uniqueness by solidifying with the Hui clan if necessary. At the
same time, the Manchus attempted to prove the need in the state
and secure a stable means of living by exercising its characteristics
as a group of armed forces since the Qing dynasty within the new
country's military or police organizations. In addition, through
various educational institutions established in the process of
reforming the late Qing dynasty, the Manchus intended to create a
foundation for self-reliance by honing new studies and production
technologies. Although they often changed their names to Han
Chinese surnames to avoid realistic discrimination, efforts to

maintain the Manchu lineage through the compilation of family
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genealogy continued.

Meanwhile, after the transformation of the state, there was also a
movement outside the jurisdiction to establish an independent
government. Immediately after the revolution, the Royal Clan Party
(5%it#, Zongshe dang) launched the independence movement in
cooperation with Japan and Mongolia, claiming that "Manchuria is
the state of the Manchus GEMERIMAREM)". The local government
of Three Eastern Provinces (l=%) belonged to the Kuomintang
government, but it was relatively independent when compared to
other provinces in the jurisdiction. This served as a reason for the
relatively large number of local Manchus to enter local power. On
the one hand, they were also continuously establishing cooperative
relations with Japan, which led to the rapid departure of Three
Bastern Provinces (H=%) and the joining of Manchoukuo (#iME)
after the Manchurian Incident (Ju-—/\Z##). In addition, Puyi (),
who moved to Tianjin after the abolition of Little Court (M%) in
the Forbidden City (%¥2%%4), also joined Manchuria in anger at the
continued disregard and abandonment of the Kuomintang
government for the demand for preferential conditions and
recovery, and the center and justification of the new country were
established.

However, the Three Eastern Provinces has long been a place where
Manchus, Han Chinese, Japanese, and Koreans competed for each
other's cause and interests under the international community's
confrontation centered on China and Japan. During the Qing

dynasty, the Manchus, who could not control the land as absent
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landowners, gradually replaced the Han, Japanese, and Koreans.
The Manchus maintained their position around the indigenous
forces, but the instability was increasing as the scope of Japanese
aggression expanded. Accordingly, it was expected that the
Manchus would be able to newly establish itself as members of the
Five Ethnics under One Union (FfilEW#I) that realized royalism in a
new country built in cooperation with Japan. However, the unique
identity and characteristics of the Manchurian people were
concealed in official figures as the Manchurian and Han ethnic
groups were mixed under the name of ‘Manxi (#f%). In addition,
the Manchus, who were pushed out of the continuing competition
between ethnic groups, lost their basis of life and gradually lost
their presence.

However, their revival efforts were not achieve as expected because
first, the Manchus were unable to secure their own residence in the
Fight Banner Garrisons (J\ffi6kF}) since the Qing dynasty entered the
Shanhaiguan (IU¥EREH). Second, the small adjustment, which should be
the center of the nation, was separated from the general Manchus.
Third, the efforts to secure a new base were repeatedly thwarted
after competition with the surrounding people.

In this paper, the capabilities and activities of the Manchus are
broadly examined after the collapse of the Qing dynasty, which is
briefly dealt with in previous studies, through the revival efforts of
the Manchus. Through this, we confirm that the Manchurian people
continued to strive and establish themselves as an independent

nation, not only as a tribe within China after the revolution. We
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reveal that the revival efforts did not achieve results because they
faced limitations due to the lack of regional and political centers
and the lack of support from the state, not the individual Manchus.
In addition, it is significant that the active activities of the
Manchurian people and the potential capabilities that enabled
them, have been the reasons why the ruling forces in China
continue to check and exclude them.

This study does not sufficiently overcome the limitations of the
objective conditions in which the Chinese authorities strongly
control access to the data of minorities today, and the data left by
the Manchus themselves 1is insufficient. Still, this paper is
meaningful in that it highlights the Manchurian competence and
activism after the collapse of the Qing dynasty, which is briefly
dealt with in previous studies, into three categories: the Royal Clan
(2%), Qiren (#A), Minren (RA), and the Royal Clan Party (GZiit#,
Zongshe dang). Through this, we confirm the Manchus' efforts to
establish themselves as an independent nation after the revolution,
especially after the destruction of preferential conditions. The
reconstruction efforts did not achieve the desired results for several
reasons mentioned above. However, the active activities and
potential capabilities of the Manchurian people are the reasons why
the Beijing government and the Kuomintang government continue

to check the Manchurian people and deny their uniqueness.
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