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Abstract

The effect of creativity on
improvisation moderated by

types of mentoring

Sou-Yeun Shim
Department of Interdisciplinary Program
in Music Education

Seoul National University

Improvisation is a creative musical activity in which composing
and musical expression are simultaneously performed as a musical
genre or performance technique performed in an improvised way. In
order to discover the educational value of music’s creative activities,
it is necessary to study various fields and activities, including
improvisation. In terms of methodology, the majority of previous
studies on improvisation are literature studies and qualitative studies,
and most of the quantitative studies are in specific areas such as
jazz.

In this study, the relationship between improvisation, creativity,

and mentoring type of jangdan was investigated to identify the
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relationship between internal and environmental factors that affect
improvisation, which is creative achievement in the area of Korean
traditional music. The study consisted of two sub-studies. In Study
1, to confirm the effect of creativity on improvisation, the effect of
creativity on two types of rhythmic performance tasks (imitation and
improvisation) was analyzed for 57 high school students majoring in
traditional music. In Study 2, mentoring factor was added to the
same design as in Study 1 for 43 high school students to test the
moderating effect of the mentoring type.

The main results of this study are as follows. First, as a result of
checking which type of performance creativity predicts among the
two types of performance, imitative performance and improvisation, it
was found that creativity predicts improvisation. Second, as a result
of checking how creativity affects improvisation, remote association
ability among the sub-elements of creativity such as idea generation
ability, remote association ability, and creative tendency positively
predicted performance fluency and originality of improvisation, and
idea generation Ability was found to negatively predict performance
originality. Third, as a result of examining the moderating effect of
the mentoring type on the effect of creativity on improvisation, the
moderating effect was found in the mentoring of the role model
function among the three types of mentoring.

This study i1s meaningful in that it studied the relationship
between creativity and creative musical achievement with specific
music majors and activities, and the implications of the study results
are as follows.

First, it was confirmed that improvisation was related to creativity
in the area of Korean traditional music, similar to the results of

previous studies that focused on jazz. This suggests that education

i e )
- 111 - M =T



focused on creativity can be implemented in the future education field
through the improvisational jangdan performance.

Second, it was confirmed through research that musical creativity
can be realized not only through theoretical models but also through
empirical studies. The musical creativity model of Webster(1989,
2002), which is one of the representative models of musical creativity,
suggested as a theoretical model that creative thinking affects the
process and performance of music activities. The relationship with
creative music performance was specifically confirmed through the
study.

Third, it was confirmed through the results that not only
individual internal factors but also environmental factors such as
mentoring were related to creative music performance. From a
confluence perspective, creativity interacts with environmental factors
and affects music performance, and this was confirmed through
research. The results of this study suggest that environmental factors
such as mentoring in music education should be studied together to

support the development of creativity of students.

keywords : creativity, improvisation, mentoring type,
adolescents majoring in Korean traditional music
Student Number : 2012-30377
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