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Abstract
The Effects of Social Capital on

Grassroots Deliberative

Democracy

- Examining the Case of a Community in

Shenzhen, China-

SUN YUNTAO
Department of Sociology
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Deliberative democracy is a kind of representative democracy
theory that took place in the late 1980s in a political background with
Western representation at its core. China's deliberative democracy
was also fostered in a special environment and has a unique
connotation and characteristics different from those of the West. It
provided the basis for the growth of deliberative democracy through

the harmonious culture of ancient China, the democratic theory of
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Marxism, and running of the country by the people. The grassroots
deliberative democracy is part of China’s basic democracy and is an
important part of China's democratic politics. In addition, the
grassroots deliberative democracy 1s an important part of socialism
with Chinese characteristics grassroots deliberative democracy and
plays an important role in China’s socioeconomic development and
democratic political construction.

Social capital has become an import ant element of democratic
development since it was used for research on democratic theory
from the beginning. Social capital is used to explain democratic
development, and it is an important foundation for developing
democracy in China. There are quite a number of research papers
citing Western social capital theory and democracy in studies on the
majority of domestic social capital and deliberative democracy. Many
studies have already proven that social capital and democracy appear
in a mutually dependent relationship. However, it can be seen that
there are relatively few studies on the social capital of the base
deliberative democracy and the community under the background of
socialism with Chinese characteristics, and there is not enough
research to analyze the relationship between the social capital of the
Chinese community and the base deliberative democracy through
quantitative research. Therefore, in this paper, the effect of the social
capital of the Chinese community on the grassroots deliberative
democracy 1s studied.

Shenzhen (ZYl]) is known in China as a symbolic first-tier city in
China’s reform and opening up and a leader in the practice of
socialism with Chinese characteristics. According to the list of
democracy and rule of law demonstration community in China

announced by the ministry of justice and ministry of civil affairs in

7 b
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2021, the Pinghuan community belonging to Shenzhen were selected
as the democracy and rule of law demonstration community. In this
paper, the effect of social capital on the grassroots deliberative
democracy was analyzed by using a survey targeting residents of the
Pinghuan community in Shenzhen, China. Since social capital defined
by different scholars is slightly different, it has the complexity of
measuring social capital. After selecting the elements of social capital
commonly defined by scholars, a total of seven elements were
extracted, an exploratory factor analysis was turned around, and as a
result, three social capital elements: trust, network, cohesion and
sentiment were used in the paper. The the grassroots deliberative
democracy was selected by combining the content attributed to
Chinese scholars and the actual situation of the Chinese community,
and three factors were selected: participation in the grassroots
deliberative democracy, evaluation of the grassroots deliberative
democracy, efficacy, and influence. Regression analysis was performed
using the data derived through the survey. According to the
statistical analysis results, cohesion and sentiment can have a positive
effect on the grassroots deliberative democracy, and trust can have a
small impact on the grassroots deliberative democracy. It was
suggested that the network could not have a positive effect on the
grassroots deliberative democracy. In conclusion, all social capital
factors cannot have a positive influence on the grassroots deliberative
democracy in China, such as vertical networks, Leadership of the
CPC-Participation of all parties, and diversity-orderly structure It can
be seen that not all social capital can work well in a specific social
environment. Therefore, based on this conclusion, it was suggested
that measures such as the development of non-governmental

organizations, revitalization of volunteer work, and strengthening
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community awareness can foster effective social capital and promote
the development of grassroots deliberative democracy. This paper
examines whether social capital in the community can develop
grassroots deliberative democracy in China, and discusses the current
status of social capital and grassroots deliberative democracy under
the socialism with Chinese characteristics. I think that it provides

new implications for the political reform of the Chinese base.

keywords : Social Capital, Political Participation, Chinese

grass-roots democracy, community
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