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Abstract

‘Young Adults’ Appropriation of Their Space and
Residential Practice

- Focused on the Subway Station Area Housing Project for
Young Adults in Seoul -

Sole Kim

Department of Sociology
Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study focuses on the ‘Subway Station Area Housing
Project for Young Adults’ to analyze the residential practices and
the institutional process of how young adults from 19 to 39 rent a
public housing. Recently, the housing issues 20s and 30s face caused
a stir as slangs such as youngkeul/ (pulling everything together to
purchase something), bitfoo (investing with leverage), panic buying,
and byeorakgeoji (overnight beggar; suddenly poor) appeared. As the
gap between earned income and assets income increased, the young
adults turned to investments in real estate which guarantee
economic profitability as well as stability. The modifier ‘invincible
myth of real estate’ which goes through daily newspaper infers
that home ownership in Korean society has become an important
staple of a stable life.
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Meanwhile, the Seoul Metropolitan Government promoted the
Subway Station Area Housing Project for Young Adults in 2016 to
solve shortage of housing for young adults. With the purpose of
stable home for young adults, the SMG supplied rental houses to
them by mitigating regulations on the development of areas close to
subway stations. In this context, the project is an inspirational policy
as it helps preparing a field for young adults where they can escape
the issue of housing shortages and move forward. Based on this, the
study examines the conception process of the project, how the
realization of the policy affects the lives of young adults, and the
experience of how they make residential practices. How young adults
are arranged in the subway station area in the city, and what
residential practices they do can be divided into more detailed
questions as follows: (1) What are the institutional conditions for the
Subway Station Area Housing Project for Young Adults to be
promoted? (2) How did the policy realize its purpose and how do the
young adults appropriate the space as well as perform residential
practices? (3) How do the young adults staying in this space see
their prospects of their future? And the following chapter examines
the precedent study on the young adults at full-scale in order to
answer all the questions mentioned above.

First, the study analyzed the institutional conditions of the
Subway Station Area Housing Project for Young Adults. The
institutional conditions are composed of the policy formation
reflecting young adults, the rental housing as a means of policy
implementation, and planning rental space. Young adults have a case
of being tenants of the key areas in Seoul since they are appointed
as both underprivileged in housing and expected to become
normative citizens in Korean society. Meanwhile, the 2015 corporate
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rental housing ‘New Stay’ policy—what the Subway Station Area
Housing Project for Young Adults is based on—has a quality where
it is temporarily rented then transitioned to being distributed that it
suits the young adults rather than the supported groups that need
long-term rental support. Also subway station areas are known to be
a ‘prestige address’ as they influence much of housing price
volatility relating to increasing traffic convenience and people’ s
expectations of possible regional development.

‘Young Adults” Housing in Samgakji’ was formed based on
these conditions. Samgakji Station used to be one of the hidden
places by the Ministry of National Defense and the U.S. Army
Garrison Yongsan. So the primary function of the area wasn’ t
much of a residence but instead the traffic network between the
areas such as Mapo, Yeouido, Jongno, and Gangnam. As the U.S.
Army Garrison moved to Pyeongtaek, leaving its land vacant, which
then became so-called ‘Seoul’ s golden land’ among investors.
However, even though it was a subway station area, it had to
remain like an idle land due to the overground railway between
Namyeong Station and Yongsan Station. Then this land was selected
as a land for Youth Housing of which the multipurpose apartment
buildings of 1,086 units were built on. Therefore, the ‘Youth
Housing in Yongsan Samgakji’ is the ideal model of Youth Housing.
With elective affinity, all three conditions of turning the abandoned
Samgakji Station area into multipurpose apartment buildings, the
participation of private businesses, and the selected young renters
who would live their lives taking initiatives in the midst of the city
created the ideal final result.

The young tenants “make it their home” by appropriating the
space and residential practices, which lead to various experiences of
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their home. The study found diverse opinions on the experiences
such as a single room or share type of residence, limited rental
period for and during the designated youth time, and regulations
within the Youth Housing. As the young tenants reflect on the
meaning of their new home, they come to build an identity of the
Youth House and expand it to that of the Yongsan District. The new
identity then leads to attachment and sense of belonging to the
town as residents. Appropriation of the Youth House and the sense
of belonging expand from the space of their own to the urban
space and subway station areas, and they have an effect on urban
regeneration. When the Youth House appeared near Samgakji
Subway Station, the pleasant and settlement environment was
formed. This improved the cultural value and restored the land view
of the area. Furthermore, the young tenants could build their
attachment and secure settlement in Yongsan by strengthening
residents’ abilities and activating the community.

However, the study also found that intention of the Seoul
Metropolitan Government competed with the reality of the young
tenants in the process of policy implementation that it created some
friction. The young tenants do not passively stop at experiencing the
Youth House as mere beneficiaries of a policy. Instead of staying as
nurtured beings to become normative citizens, as institutional control
imposes on them, they manifest agency and actively appropriate
their ‘home’ in nontraditional ways. This agency reveals the gap
of the policy and addresses the fact that the project was a
temporary housing policy, and therefore the young adults’ anxiety
about housing issues has not been resolved and could stay
permanent. The study found that, at the point of disagreement
between the government’ s intention and young adults’ residential
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outlook, the heterogeneity of the category of which young adults
are included existed. They were called under the category of
“young adults” that the government defined as beneficiaries of
the policy, but once you remove the cap, there are various classes.
In other words, they’ re all young adults who have come forward
for their residential stability, but without this common ground there
is a big disparity that it’ s not realistic for them to introduce
something as a strong group with homogeneity.

This gap causes a heterogeneous residential outlook as it
divides the group into those who prefers to stay as longstanding
residents of the Youth House and those who try to leave the Youth
House. There was a distinct difference between the residential space
(one room/share type) and rental type (public/private). The young
tenants of one room or private rental type tend to be longstanding
residents or hope to be, whereas those of share or public rental
type tend to show their intention to stay temporarily.

In conclusion, while the policy of the Subway Station Area
Housing Project for Young Adults has an aspect of making lives of
young adults to be structured and institutionalized by accepting the
reality, but it also shows an aspect of resistance to take charge of
their future and achieve their dreams by autonomously utilizing the
system. Within the conditional framework surrounding the project,
the young tenants reinterpret their dreams and residential future
through manifesting their identity.

Keywords: Young Adults, Appropriation, Residential Practice, Youth
Housing, Subway Station Area Housing Project for Young
Adults, Samgakji Station

Student Number: 2020-26143
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