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ABSTRACT

The birth and evolution of in-between
space in the confrontational system
between South and North Korea

: A case study of Kaesong Industrial Complex

Hong, Seungpyo
Department of Geography
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The Kaesong Industrial Complex was the first, since division,
spatial cooperation project created to build and operate an industrial
city through cooperation between the two Koreas, was operated for
about 10 years until its complete shut down in February 2016, and
remains a representative model that symbolizes inter —Korean

economic cooperation.

However, studies related to the Kaesong Industrial Complex so
far, like the previous discussions on unification, are mostly abstract
and controversial, focusing on the symbolism of unification, peace,

economy, and cooperation from economic, political, legal and
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institutional aspects, forcing the readers to choose one’s political
stance either the progressives or the conservatives, This research
trend involves the problem of not being able to clarify the actual
birth and evolution of the Kaesong Industrial Complex, an important
a priori knowledge acquired through the experience of creating and

operating a space jointly created by the two Koreas.

Based on the recognition of problems in the research trend of the
Kaesong Industrial Complex so far, this study analyzes the process
of formation of the space called the Kaesong Industrial Complex and
the substantive phenomena that appeared as a result, and
empirically examines the 'spatial nature of the Kaesong Industrial
Complex' from a microscopic point of view. Since there has not yet
been a study that comprehensively identified spatiality from a
microscopic point of view on the Kaesong Industrial Complex, for a
systematic analysis, 'Interaction and Agreement between South and
North Korea' was set as the unified central context of the study.
Regarding the formation of space, this study maintains the
perspective of ‘relational space theory’ and explored its own path
—dependent and creative development process to identify the

Kaesong Industrial Complex as ‘in—between space’.

Through analysis, this study found the following.

First, the interaction among the South North Korean actors in the
Kaesong Industrial Complex have made absolute influence on
establishing a physical built space, resolving conflicts among
participants, establishing spatial norms, and forming social capital of

trust —building, which was made possible by the cooperative role of

- 224 -



the governnance.

Within the Kaesong Industrial Complex, South Korea's capital and
North Korea's territorial sovereignty are in a balanced relationship,
so the results of the interaction do not appear to be biased toward
either side, and liminality defying predictability appears instead.
Because of this liminality, inter —Korean interaction was forced and
standardized in all areas of the Kaesong Industrial Complex, which
was a very important factor in the formation and development of
the space. In addition, the agreements made through interaction
were not fixed but developed in the form of a program up for
continuous repeatition of unpredictability and upgrading, and as a

result, interculturality appeared.

Second, as interaction among actors became routine in all areas in
the formation and development process of a new space called the
Kaesong Industrial Complex, a culture of interaction was created.
In addition, the accumulation of interacting exXxperience, trust
building, and dynamic cooperation brought an emergence of a
virtuous cycle of ‘inter —Korean integrating experience system’. The
‘Kaesong Industrial District Management Committee(KIDMAC)’
played an important pivotal role in organizing and operating this

system.

As the ‘inter—Korean integrating experience system’ started
operating, a trust building was further expanded, and a relationship
of trust among individuals as well was formed to a certain extent.
There were also changes in people’s behavioral patterns. Through

dialogue in the liminal space provided in the industrial complex, the
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relationship of the people reached a stage where social capital was
made more extensive and in —depth, and there were even cases that
the liminal space was used illegally as an ‘in—between space  for

personal gains.

Third, the Kaesong Industrial Complex was confirmed to be a
‘mediating space’ that connects the two opposing worlds of the two
Koreas, pioneering new, path—dependent and creative methods while
the actors of the two Koreas continue to interact to reduce conflict
in the same space and find a way for integration. However, the
result of the formation of this space did not completely replace the
established nature and order of the confrontational and conflicting
South and North, and the space was characterized by overlapping

and multidimensional imperfections.

In particular, with respect to fundamental issues such as the
system and political ideology between the two Koreas, the
interaction itself was withheld and avoided, and cases of violating
mutual agreements continued to appear, leaving interaction
unattainable to complete spatial integration. Therefore, the Kaesong
Industrial Complex can be defined as an intermediary space between
the two Koreas formed through mutual cultural interaction and a

programmatic 'in—between space' that has not yet been completed.

This thesis is the first to comprehensively study and analyze the
formation of a built space in a special area called the Kaesong
Industrial Complex, laws, systems, governance, and socio—cultural
characteristics from the microscopic point of view of internal actors.

So, it has value as a first 'ethnography of Kaesong Industrial
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Complex. Specifically, the operating principle, structure, and role of
governance, results, and development process of the 'Inter —Korean
Integrating Experience System', a cooperative system formed in the
inter —Korean cooperation district, were clarified. This paper is
meaningful in that the concept of ‘in—between space’ was
introduced in finding ways and strategies for South North spacial
cooperation and it focused on 'intercultural' point of view rather
than multiculturalism in terms of socio—cultural aspect and

conducted discussions focusing on interaction.

keywords : Kaesong Industrial Complex, in—between space,
mediating space, inter —Korean integrating experience system,

intercultural, interaction among the South North Korean actors
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