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The identity of °Gender equality
education activist’ and
experience of gender equality

education in schools
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This thesis began by raising a problem with the still incomplete
gender equality education policies despite the increased interest and
request for gender equality education after the Feminism Reboot.
Policies related to gender equality education are not unified but
dispersed. Moreover, gender equality education can only operated
formally since the policy contents are not specific. Under these
undesirable circumstances, gender equality education activists still try to
effectively implement gender equality education. They continue by
filling the gaps in various systems related to gender equality education.
The gender equality education activists’ experience is created in the
institutional and social context of gender equality education. Therefore,
this thesis aims to examine the current status of gender equality
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education through gender equality education activists’ experiences.

‘Gender equality education activist” refers to those who want to
change society through gender equality education as a means of the
gender equality movement. The feminist movement active at the time
when the Feminism Reboot was in full swing, emphasized the
importance of gender equality education more than ever. As—Since the
movement of this period included gender equality education as a
feminist practice, the feminist movement through gender equality
education became active. During the feminist movement, some people
identified themselves as gender equality education activists. On the
other hand, many people had been active before the feminism reboot,
and they began to redefine themselves according to the flow of
current gender equality movement.

Gender equality education activists born during this era perceive
themselves as ‘activists’ rather than ‘educators’ , as they have a
sense of mission to change society through education. The identity of a
gender equality education activist leads to a sense of collective
solidarity with other activists. They recognized solidarity as an essential
difference between educator and activist. The solidarity of gender
equality education activists is also shown in specific activities such as
studying meetings and feedback meetings. The cooperative studying
meetings and feedback meetings were not only a process of growth as
education activists but also a process of solidarity toward each other.
Gender equality education as a gender equality movement has the
following distinctions: First, they want to nurture the agents of social
change through gender equality education. Gender equality education
activists wanted to lead the practice that crosses the classroom for the
education target. To this end, it does not just convey knowledge and
information but makes students think about specific action plans.
Second, gender equality education activists recognized that information
alone is not enough. They related the sexuality education contents to
various parts of life. For example, when explaining menstruation, they
tried to tell the social issues related to menstruation and made students
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think about relationships.

Gender equality education activists reflected on their lives as gender
equality activists and practice the following feminist pedagogy: First,
they tried to make the students sense equality in their classrooms.
They tried to create an equal classroom by putting down their
authority as an adult and educator, pursuing a non-hierarchical
relationship, and emphasizing consideration and cooperation. Second,
gender equality education activist was intended to connect education
and life by producing knowledge from the experiences of students. To
this end, they communicated and listened to the participants’ stories in
the class. Lastly, They tried to grow as a feminist and educator
through cooperative work.

However, their efforts were not achieved seamlessly. Gender equality
education activists experience various difficulties and tensions while
providing gender equality education. Currently, there is a little
misunderstanding of gender equality education in schools, and the
importance of gender equality education is not shared. In addition,
while gender equality education depends on external educators, the
system lacks to cooperate with external educators.

As a result, gender equality education activists faced the following
difficulties: First, in the absence of explicit gender equality education,
gender equality education is being conducted through sexuality
education or gender violence prevention education. In the process,
‘gender equality’ is sometimes deleted and it is impossible to conduct
complete gender equality education. Second, because of the social
conflict about gender equality, gender education activists are required
to tell in a “safe” way. It sometimes resulted in cancellation of
gender education classes. Moreover, they are required to resolve all
gender issues that arise in schools through gender equality education.
Contrary to the request, sufficient time is not given. Gender equality
education is being implemented as a one-time, single-session class, SO
effective education is challenging and the effect of education can not
be verified.
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In this situation, gender equality education activists try to “persuade”
schools and parents to continue education through a “oblique strategy”.
However, their position as outsiders makes negotiations difficult. In
addition, since there is no social consensus on gender equality
education and no institutional safety net to protect activists against
external complaints or attacks, it is difficult for gender equality
education activists to continue education actively. Nevertheless, their
sense of mission as gender equality education activists maintains gender
equality education, albeit weakly. However, relying on individual
passions and capabilities is less sustainable. Thus, institutional support
and policy preparation are required for gender equality education to be
stable and developed.

keywords: Gender equality education, Feminism education, Gender
equality education activist, Feminist pedagogy, Sexuality education,
Feminist activism
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