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Abstract

A Study of Mountain Market,
Clear with Rising Mist in the
Cleveland Museum of Art

Euirang Yoon
Department of Archaeology and Art History
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study attempts to review the subject of Mountain Market,
Clear with Rising Mist, a painting in the collection of the Cleveland
Museum of Art, while focusing on its visual characteristics. The
author proposes the possibility that the work does not show a scene
from the Eight Views of the Xiao and Xiang Rivers but rather an
ideal spring scenery. Furthermore, its unusual features seem to
indicate a novel painting trend of 16th-century Joseon Korea.
According to previous research, the painting is believed to represent
the scene “Mountain Market in Clearing Mist” from the Eight Views
of the Xiao and Xiang Rivers because of the depiction of a market
place in the mountains. But there are visual elements that distinguish
this work from conventional paintings of the Eight Views. To begin
with, there are additional motifs which could be identified as other

scenes from the set such as “Evening Bell from Mist-Shrouded

- 122 - Al =TH



Temple” and “Fishing Village in Evening Glow.” Secondly, there are
also scenes that do not bear any connection to the theme of the
Eight Views. The painting thus combines the content of the Eight
Views with unrelated elements such as the walled city in the
distance on the left side of the composition and diverse figures
dispersed in the entire painting. The distinct visual aspects of
Mountain Market, Clear with Rising Mist suggest that the subject of
the painting differs from those of pictures of “Mountain Market, Clear
with Rising Mist.”

When considering the traits of paintings of the Eight Views produced
during the early Joseon period, the subject of Mountain Market,
Clear with Rising Mist deserves reconsideration. Existing paintings
from early Joseon Korea follow the natural order of the seasons.
Observing the four seasons was an important task for the king and
his officials in the agrarian society. Accordingly, paintings of the
Eight Views from the early Joseon period are best understood in
context with their seasonal properties. If the paintings are examined
in relation to the yearly cycle, then the scene “Mountain Market in
Clearing Mist” corresponds with the season of spring. Since the
Goryeo period, however, the flag of a tavern has been associated
with the excitement and liveliness of springtime. The image of the
marketplace illustrated by the tavern with a flag can thus be
interpreted as a symbol of spring. In this context, the painting can be
considered a landscape embodying the vigor of spring. In poems
inscribed on the painting Chunsan do (Spring Mountain), the poets Yi
Seungso (1422-1484) and Seo Geojeong (1420-1488) both mention the
pub’s flag waving in the wind. Upon seeing Chunsan do through its
inscribed poems, one can discover a number of visual parallels
between that painting and Mountain Market, Clear with Rising Mist
in the Cleveland Museum of Art. Similar to Chunsan do, the author
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regards Mountain Market, Clear with Rising Mist as a painting
portraying a spring scenery as an ideal landscape and a means for
applying wayu (Ch. woyou, dream-wandering or dream journey), the
concept of wandering through a landscape painting in imagination. By
comparing the arrangement of buildings of the walled city to the
particular position of the Gwanghwa Gate and the Gyeongbok Palace
in Bibyeonsa Gyehoe do (Gathering of Officials at the Border
Defense Council, 1550), the author concludes that the walled city in
Mountain Market, Clear with Rising Mist represents a place related
to the court. It seems that this walled city inside the ideal landscape
alludes to the concept of dae-eun (reclusion at court), since officials
at the time wished to elevate their government service to superior

value.

In addition to that, the unconventional features of Mountain Market,
Clear with Rising Mist can be understood as a new painting trend in
16th—century Joseon Korea. A number of works from the 16th
century, including gyehoe do (paintings of the gathering of officials),
partially depict motifs from the Eight Views. Originally, paintings of
the Eight Views consisted of a set of eight scenes, but gradually
individual scenes began to appear independently. This can explain
why Mountain Market, Clear with Rising Mist features several
scenes from the Eight Views at once. In addition to that, paintings of
that period tend to combine diverse motifs and scenes in one
painting. These characteristics may be rooted in the attempt to depict
the landscape as realistically as possible for wayu practices, while
applying painting techniques from the Zhe school of the early Ming
dynasty. In this way, the peculiarities of Mountain Market, Clear
with Rising Mist and certain other landscape paintings demonstrate a

new trend which developed in 16th-century Joseon Korea.
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