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/ Emits a brighter ray

(Goldsmith, Oliver, The Captivity an Oratorio, London William Pickering,

1836, 11p)

#t}. “Hope, like a gleaming candle’s light, / Adorns and cheers our way;
as darker grows the night,

/ And still,
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Abstract
A Study of Yi Sang’s Literary

Works in Relation to his

“Paradise Lost Mentality”

Kim, Hyun-jin
Department of Korean Language and Literature

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Y1 Sang is one of the most well-known, yet problematic writers
in the history of modern Korean literature. He was mainly active
during the Japanese occupation of Korea in the 1930s. Since his death
in 1937, countless research papers have been written about him.
While Yi's writings are infamously difficult, important hidden
meanings exist within that difficulty. This paper aims to study what
can be said to be Yi's mentality of a “paradise lost” present
throughout his literary works. Yi lived a short, passionate life, dying
at the young age of 27. He was diagnosed with tuberculosis early on
in his creative career and therefore suffered from a particularly acute
fear of death. Yi's early works explored the existence of God and
were created with an apparent sense of longing for his own eternal
salvation. His first novel, December 12th 1s about people suffering

under an undeniable fate. Especially in the early days of his work, it
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can be said that his “paradise lost mentality” was the result of his
personal family history and own unhappiness. Yi's uncle was his
main patron, and when he passed away Yi's health started to
deteriorate, which led him to quit his job as an architect and pursue
writing full-time. After resolving to become a full-fledged author,
Yi's paradise lost mentality was developed and expanded upon even
further. In his poetry series entitled, Paradise Lost, Yi takes a wider
view of the kind of paradise lost which resulted from the
commodification of the modern world, 1mplying that despite
modernization an 1ideal vision of the future had not yet arrived.
Across his career, Yi's paradise lost mentality gradually shifts from
the autobiographical to the universal. Through this process, his
growing national consciousness and anti—Japanese sentiment also
come to the forefront of his works. This idea of a paradise lost
shares many similarities with Walter Benjamin, who was Yi's
contemporary. In fact, a rich interpretation of a paradise lost
mentality can be achieved by applying Walter Benjamin's concept of
the “utopian impulse” expounded in works like his Arcades Project
and Theses on the Philosophy of History. Amongst Yi's most
representative works, Wings 1s a novel that can be said to
demonstrate how colonial capitalism works to suppress the individual.
It depicts the reality of the Joseon Period of Korea, where everything
was in the process of becoming commercialized by colonial capitalism,
which, in the eyes of Yi, was yet another instance of a paradise lost.
His final novel before his untimely death, Shilwha( "2<1t; ), details
the feeling of longing that results in commodity fetishism and
phantasmagorie. Faced with his impending death, the sort of
“paradise lost identity” that Yi desperately wrote down can be seen

to be the terrifying bare face of colonial capitalism distinctly giving
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rise to fascism over time. On the other hand, Yi differs from Walter
Benjamin in how he expresses his notion of paradise. In his poem,
The Lowest Paradise( " /%%, ), he presents a new image of
paradise that contrasts with his earlier works. Namely, he uses
superimposed imagery to help us visualize the sort of historical
narratives of marginalized individuals that have been omitted from
history as the result of assuming a macro perspective. With the use
of this literary technique, he shows how mankind's new paradise is
preserved within the oppressed and marginalized beings of people

living in the present.

keywords : Yi Sang, Paradise Lost, Colonial Capitalism, Commodtity

Fetishism, Utopian Impulse, superimposed imagery
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