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<Abstract >

The Modernization Patterns of
Korea in the 1970s in Cho Hae-il's Novel

QUANYULING

This paper aims to study the aspects of modernization in the 1970s in Jo
Hae-il's novels. Two factors that cannot be overlooked in discussing Jo Hae-il's
literature are the fact that he is a male writer and a writer who experienced the
industrialization period. He became a best-selling author with the work "Winter
Woman". Because of this, many people recognized him only as a popular novel
writer. Popular fiction is a genre that prioritizes popularity and is often criticized
for its lack of literature. In particular, most studies have judged Cho Hae-il to be
a writer independent of his contemporary ideology.

His literature began in the chaotic social background of the 1970s. In the history
of Korean novels, the 1970s was a period of new realism and a period of great
transformation. Also, the 1970s was a period of great reign under the Park
Chung-hee regime. The 1970s is evaluated as a society in which political power
established a dictatorship through authoritarian economic development under the
establishment of an ideology for maintaining the system, and drove the people who
resisted it into a dissident group. The literature of the 1970s, which responded to
the tyrannical Restoration Era, was inevitably resistant to the regime, so it is
understood that it focused on overcoming the violence and the irrationalism and
inhumanity caused by the regime. Therefore, the literature of the 1970s is
evaluated as the literature of the period that sought the narrative of resistance
and alternative modernity as the national literature of the industrialization era. The
fast-growing economic development brought economic benefits and shed a dark
shadow for Korea. In the 1970s, the state's political repression was highly
concentrated in order to maintain this political system, and it was widespread in
society. Writers in the 1970s produced masterpieces that denounced and criticized

the absurdity of this era, and Jo Hae-il was one of them.
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Haeil Jo solves problems of everyday life without conceptualizing them all. It is a
departure from the artist's realization that capitalist society does not dominate the
individual in the ideological realm, but dominates the everyday realm with the
'invisible hand'. It is also an aesthetic feature of Jo Hae-il's novel to capture the
specific problems of everyday people living their daily lives. There were no modern
novels that set everyday characters as the protagonists of the novel and the small
things that occur in everyday life as the events of the novel. It is only in modern
novels that novelists have come to give meaning to individual problems by
discourse of awareness of 'individual' or awakening of 'self'. it has become As a
result, everyday life has been established as an important element of 'modernity’'
that emphasizes the problem of individuals in modern society. Then, as an aspect
of 'modernity’, let's take a look at how the aspect of everydayness being narrated
in the novel is revealed in detail. The approach to Jo Hae-il's novel should be
focused on what the modern self in daily life is set in, and the problems of the
modern society in which these characters live.

The novel reflects society and tells the story of society. 1970 was a period of
rapid economic development in Korea. However, so far, research on Jo Hae-il has
been confined to violence, morality, and masculinity. Therefore, the purpose of
this paper is to examine the modernization process of Korean society in the 1970s
from this text by selecting “The Man Who Dies Every Day”, “America” and “Winter
Woman~ by Hae-il Jo. These four texts show that the author criticizes the
inhumanity and irrationality of various contradictions in the industrialization era,
including institutional violence.

Chapter 2 defines the meaning of the terms everydayness and allegory in the
context of literary history, and connects them with the specific texts “Those who
Die Everyday’, “Horn” and “America” through the urban meaning of Seoul as an
urban space and trivial daily life. We try to understand the transformation of
society in the 1970s. In Section 1, the works titled "Those Who Die Everyday, and
"Horns, appear as a light on urban space as the narrative background of the
novel. The economic development policy of the 1960s significantly changed the
structure of cities, and cities were formed along with this industrialization. As a
result, Korean cities have undergone a compressed development process, causing
confusion in values, widespread capitalist desire, and the rapid rise of the urban
new middle class due to business speculation. In the works centered on cities

during this period, ‘the result of a bright process of rapid industrialization and
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urbanization in Korean society through policies centered on development and
growth’ is reflected. The society of this period can be seen as a ‘transitional
society in which the elements of modernity and pre-modernity are mixed”.

The 1970s were also a time when Korea relied heavily on the United States.
internally divided. In order to secure stability in major events such as the
economic crisis and the presidential election, Park Chung-hee joined hands with
the United States. 'America’ analyzed the lives of women in US military base
villages, mentioning Korea-US relations in the 1970s and exposing the ailing reality
of Korea. The novel features a number of parasitic women in the US military base
town, and the clumsy behavior with the main character is described in a very
sensuous way. It was the ethical responsibility of living with a timid neighbor. So
far, research on “America’” has focused only on black Americans, women in
military bases, and people of mixed race. In verse 2, not only limited to the space
of Seoul, but also the life of the camp village in the periphery of Seoul, focusing
on the reality of Korea living centered on the United States and the feelings of
compassion and sympathy for women in the camp.

Chapter 3 is going to analyze Jo Hae-il's representative work "Winter Woman". As
it is a representative work, there are not many studies on "Winter Woman.,.
TWinter Woman jis mainly a love story between a man and a woman, and it can be
said that the events unfold. For this reason, Wang Yi's studies focused on love

and marriage. trying to research
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