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Abstract

A Study on the Sacrificial Rites by Migrants

from Ming Dynasty

- With a Focus on the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan-

JIN RUIMIN
Department of Religious Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The aim of this paper is to investigate the sacrificial rites practiced
among the people of Ming Dynasty who moved to Joseon Dynasty, with a
focus on the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan. Descendants of Nine Righteous
Literati (N 1), the migrants from Ming, came to Chaozongyan and
constructed the Datong Temple(:k#:1TEf) and Jiu Yishi Temple(+.ZF4TiE) in
order to worship Emperor Hongwu (the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty)
and Nine Righteous Literati. This paper will argue that the ritual activity of
the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan is viewed as a dynamic process rather
than a static one, with a special attention to the period from the late Joseon
Dynasty to the present. While focusing on the specific processes of the
sacrificial rites, this paper will consider the overall contexts of
socio-economic circumstances that render these activities possible.

Chapter 2 examines the establishment of the sacrificial rites and the
modifications of their processes in various ways. From 1831 to 1934, the

descendants of Nine Righteous Literati held a memorial service to Emperor
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Hongwu in lunar calendar January 4th every year (the founding day of the
Ming Dynasty) and to Nine Righteous Literati two days later (January 6th).
When the rite was resumed in 1958, it was expanded to hold ancestral rite for
Emperors Shenzong and Yizong in addition to Emperor Hongwu, and the date
of the rite was also changed to January 4th in the lunar calendar. After the
Datong Temple was established in 1980, the descendants of Nine Righteous
Literati and Korean Confucians decided to add Joseon Confucians to the
ritual list and to change the ritual date to March 19th (the day when the Ming
Dynasty was collapsed). As a result, the sacrificial rites in Datong Temple of
Chaozongyan today are practiced for the sake of the Emperors of the Ming
Dynasty, Joseon Confucian scholars, and Nine Righteous Literati altogether.
The various modifications of the ritual forms and processes are clearly
linked to the historical evolution with regard to the meanings and values that
the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan has contemplated and nourished within
its own socio-economic contexts. Consequently, the descendants of Nine
Righteous Literati began in 1831 the sacrificial rites to celebrate the great
unification of the Ming Dynasty and to express their gratitude to the Ming
Dynastic in memory of the noble virtues of the Emperors and ancestors.
Since the sacrificial rites in 1958 have been restored in such a way that
Joseon Confucian scholars are also worshiped along with the Ming Emperors,
the meaning of the rituals can be reinterpreted not only as a token of the
Korean spirit of the independent nationality but also as the representation of
honoring the civilian and condemning the barbarian.

Chapter 3 pays attention to the economic bases and contexts of the
sacrificial rites. There are three main factors in the economic demands for
the rituals: 1) the costs of preparing for the rituals; 2) the costs of purchasing
a property; 3) the cost of building ritual space and its maintenance. In order

to meet such demands, the descendants have made various efforts to bear
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the costs for the rites on their own since 1831. They constantly asked the
government for support and attempted to provide the necessary expenses for
purchasing the ritual properties. Gradually, they had to largely rely on the
donations from the Korean Confucian communities. At last, these economic
circumstances impacted upon the actual forms of ritual practices. On the
one hand, when the descendants paid the entire cost of the rites without any
other sponsorship, the ritual scale was quite small and limited while the main
performers in the rites were the very descendants. On the other hand,
however, as the economic support of the Korean Confucian communities
increased, the scale of the rites became much larger whereas the
descendants no longer enjoyed their exclusive roles and centripetal powers
in the performing their rites.

Chapter 4 explores the gradual process of forming a social network
related to the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan. Due to the special identity of
the descendants of Nine Righteous Literati as migrants from Ming Dynasty,
the sacrificial rites of the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan are essentially
intertwined with 1) Nine Righteous Literati's descendants: 2) governmental
officials; 3) Korea confusion scholars. Such an interpersonal network has
been maintained since the late Joseon Period and even developed in the form
of a special group, which is much closer social network than those
established in the Joseon Dynasty. In this process, the ritual activities of the
Datong Temple of Chaozongyan played a social role as a medium, which
made it possible for the descendants to envision the ideal that would
overcome a variety of the crises or predicaments in reality without losing
their interpersonal connections. In addition, these ritual activities provided
them with an opportunity to get together on a regular basis and thereby
safeguarded a sense of community as a migrant group from Ming Dynasty,

which was also recognized by Joseon Dynasty and Korea society.
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At the beginning, the descendants of Nine Righteous Literati began to
worship Emperor Hongwu and their ancestors in the Datong Temple of
Chaozongyan. Now they also worship Joseon Confusion scholars and Nine
Righteous Literati along with other Emperors, such as Shenzong and Yizong.
In the late Joseon dynasty, they took advantage of Confucianism to justify
their ancestral rituals so as to confirm their identity of Ming loyalists that
Joseon society also recognized and confirmed as one of types of “Chongming
Sanyi(#=8=%).” In modern Korean society, the fact that the Joseon
Confusion scholars are added to the ritual list shows that the sacrificial rites
can be redefied as the representation of the Korean spirit of the independent
nationality. However, it is important to remember that, as the Korean
Confucian scholars began to intervene the ritual activities, the power of
influence of the descendants in the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan has
weakened.

In conclusion, the sacrificial rites in the Datong Temple of Chaozongyan
can be a differentiation strategy employed by the descendants of Nine
Righteous Literati to recognize their specific identity and buttress their
socio-economic statuses from the late Joseon Dynasty to the modern Korean
society. This paper scrutinizes the ritual activities in the Datong Temple of
Chaozongyan by means of inquiring into their socio-economic contexts upon
which they are based. Hopefully, this study is not only valuable as a case
study of the sacrificial rites of the migrant groups in Korean, but it is also
expected to contribute to the scholarship relevant to migrants from Ming
Dynasty and Joseon Junghwa Ideology.

Keywords : Chaozongyan, the Datong Temple, migrants from Ming, Nine
Righteous Literati, Joseon Junghwa Ideology
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