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Abstract

A Study on the Types of Media

Frames for Electricity Charges

: Focusing on the editorial analysis of major daily and

economic newspapers

Jihyeon Hong
Master of Public Enterprise Policy

Seoul National University

In this paper, we analyzed the frame of a media editorial on
electricity bills and tried to examine how the media views
problems related to the electricity bill system in Korea.

From 2008 to 2013, the Kyunghyang, the Dong-A Ilbo, Chosun
Ilbo, JoongAng Ilbo, Hankyoreh, Maeil Economy, Seoul Economy
and Hankook Economy, five media frames were found:
Rationalizing the electricity bill system, overconsumption due to
low-cost policies, disclosing the cost of housing, and politicizing
the electricity bill policy. Among them, the "politicization of
electricity rate policy (the theory of responsibility for nuclear
power plants)” frame appeared the most, followed by the
"rationalization of electricity rate system”. In terms of power
demand, the liberal media found a difference in the conservative
media’s view of electricity prices in terms of supply, with
comprehensive newspapers generally writing articles to the general
public and economic magazines more professionally reporting from
the perspective of managers and companies. By government period,
especially during the Moon Jae In government period, the
"politicization of electricity rate policies” frame according to the
theory of responsibility for nuclear power plants appeared
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remarkably. As analyzed in previous studies, the Korean media
pointed out that electricity rates are unreasonably determined to
achieve policy goals such as price stability and industrial
competitiveness as a product of political interaction, and low-cost
policies are determined at a lower cost.

What is noteworthy in this study i1s that the Korean media
focuses on specific issues or stimulating issues in the frame for
electricity bills. On the other hand, the top proposition that induces
the consumer value of energy conservation is relatively little
reported in the media. Therefore, it is highly likely that the public,
who are mainly exposed to the issue of electricity bills through the
media, will perceive electricity bills as a more political issue and
consider them less important, such as energy conservation.

keywords : electricity charge, electricity charge system,
rationalization, frame, content analysis,
media coverage
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