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Abstract

Interpreting Religious Population Statistics and
Confimmation Bias:
A Case of Protestant Population Growth in the 2015 Population Census

Lee, Jungchan (Seoul National Univ.)

Statistics Korea released a report on religious demographics in 2015. While the
number of believers from all other religions decreased, the Protestant population
alone increased. Looking at the reaction of Protestantism at that time, while some
welcomed the statistics, others doubted their reliability. The purpose of this paper
is to explain from a psychological perspective the reason why Protestants
interpreted the same information differently. First, the process of collecting and
interpreting statistical information is regarded as a cognitive process, and the main
characteristics of the confirmation bias are described to analyze this. Second, the
conflicting interpretations based on the same statistical data are also introduced.
It seems that the main characteristics of confirmation bias are prominent in certain
Protestants only. This phenomenon shows that psychological explanation can also

be a tool for understanding the diversity of Korean Protestants.

Keywords: Religious population statistics, Korean Protestants, conservative
Protestantism, liberal Protestantism, confirmation bias, information

processing theory



