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Abstract

Deokji Chot’s Ecclesiology in the Church
Reconstruction Movement during the
Post-Liberation Period
: In Light of Donatist Ecclesiology

Son, Eunsil
Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary

This article looks into the Church Reconstruction Movement during the
post-liberation period that was lead by Rev. Deokji Choi (1901-1956), the first
woman ordained by the Presbyterian Church of Korea to recover the Church,
which had collapsed by the shrine worship forced by the Japanese Empire.
It endeavors to propose a theological interpretation of her ecclesiology.

Our first question is, “Is Choi’s ecclesiology in the Movement ‘extreme
secessionism’, ‘extreme sectarianism’ or ‘Donatism’, as church historians
generally define it? To answer this question, we situate Choi’s Reconstruction
Movement in the historical context of the post-liberation period, and analyze
her sermons using ‘Donatist ecclesiology’ as an hermeneutical tool. As a
result, we came to the conclusion that it is hard to consider her ecclesiology
simply as ‘extreme secessionism’, ‘extreme sectarianism’ or ‘Donatism’. At

the same time, however, it cannot be denied that her Reconstruction
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Movement and building of Reconstruction Church engendered the division of
the Church, which she had never intended, and that her ecclesiology shares
a lot with that of Donatists.

Overall, we can state that Choi’s Reconstruction Movement contributed
much to the restoration of the sanctity of the Church, but lacked the effort
to maintain its unity. The limitations of Choi’s ecclesiology offer significant
lessons to the Korean Church, which has severely torn apart the Body of
Our Lord: The road to true restoration of church requires sanctity that does
not hamper unity as well as unity that does not hamper sanctity.

This research contributes to reevaluating Deokji Choi’s Church
Reconstruction Movement, understanding the roots of the division of the
Korean Church, and seeking out the way to unity. Furthermore, it will help
foresee and prepare for the problem of the treatment of apostates that the
North Korean Churches will have to face in the coming post-reunification

period.
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