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Abstract

With the development of information technology and the widespread use of the
Internet, the Internet has transcended the realm of technology and influenced
the political life of the nation. Internet political participation has become a new
way for citizens to participate in politics and has received attention from
scholars in various countries. In this study, we use text mining and internet
analysis methods to understand the trend of internet political participation
studies in Korea and China. The number of annual papers, academic journals,
research institutions, researchers, frequency, and keywords of authors with
high centrality in the field of internet political participation in Korea and
China were compared and analyzed.

A total of 118 papers in Korea and 762 papers in China were collected from
RISS in Korea and CNKI database in China. For Korean literature, Textom
was used to mine the text to generate word matrix. For Chinese literature,
two software programs, Data park and COOC 1.7, were utilized. To measure
the internet centrality index, Ucinet was used, and Netdraw was used to
visualize the data. The findings of the paper are summarized as follows.

First, Korea is ahead of China in the period of internet political participation

research. However, in terms of quantity, the number of papers on internet
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political participation is higher in China. In terms of the trend of the number

of papers, the number of papers on internet political participation in China

increased rapidly from 2000 to 2014. However, after 2014, the number of

papers related to internet political participation in Korea and China tends to

decrease. There is no significant trend in the number of internet political

participation papers in Korea.

Second, comparing the academic journals related to internet political

participation in China and Korea, half of the papers related to internet political

participation in Korea are concentrated in a few academic journals of political

science and media science. The papers on Internet political participation in

China are scattered in various academic journals. A comparison of research

institutions shows that most of the papers related to internet political

participation in Korea are published by a few political and media science

research institutions. In China, the research institutions that focus on internet

political participation are mainly political, administrative, and law—related

research institutions. A comparison of researchers related to internet political

participation in Korea and China shows that Korean scholars maintain a closer

cooperation with each other.

Third, the results of keyword frequency and centrality analysis are

summarized as follows. First, the impact of the Internet on political

- 100 - . .



participation is a major research theme among Korean and Chinese scholars.

However, in Korea, there are many studies exploring the impact of the

Internet on the voting process of elections such as the parliamentary and

presidential elections and candlelight demonstrations. Second, the influence of

internet political participation is another common research theme among

Korean and Chinese scholars. Finally, the relationship between internet political

participation and political stability, internet political participation in governance,

internet political participation and political culture, and internet political

participation in education were frequently discussed by Chinese scholars during

this period.

This paper compares the academic development trends related to internet

political participation in Korea and China, and expects to provide useful

information for future exploration of internet political participation research

trends in Korea and China.

Keywords:internet political participation, political participation, text mining,

internet analysis, research trends in China and Korea
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