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ABSTRACT

Hwang’ s Manual Production

Utilizing the Copying Tradition
- Based on My Artwork-

Hwang, Kyumin

Dept. of Find Art

The Graduate School
Seoul National University

This thesis aims to examine the print work Hwang’ s Manual and its
operating system, produced from 2020 to 2022. It attempts to study and
formulate a systematic structure of my artistic practice by analyzing
the motivation, theoretical background, composition, activation of the
work, characteristics of formative expression, and material technique.

Apropos of a system revolving around the term “transmission by
copying({##24i%5)” , this thesis endeavors to (re)juxtapose the
traditional conventions of oriental painting’s epistemology by placing my
work right inside that long-established system. Regardless of the
incessant dichotomy of the West and the East, it is unquestionable in
contemporary art that artworks inspired by already instituted forms are

prevalent. Notwithstanding such universality, yet situated in a particular
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agenda, faith persists in the act of succeeding or innovating the
tradition among people who graduated from the department named
Oriental/Korean Painting. However, when the ground is the faith, the
answer shall be nothing but faith since it is a matter of the faith
itself. Hence, rather than searching for a reason after pinning down
the tradition as the ultimate solution, a work that wishes to scrutinize
the meaning of “tradition” should begin by building the reasons from
the legacies of tradition and then proceed to a clarification of its use
value. Therefore, I would like to propose copying the tradition of
copying old paintings as a modus operandi to discover the possibility of
oriental painting.

“Copying(##%)“ is the work of imitating, thus, representing. It is a
tradition practiced for a long time throughout east Asia for various
purposes—e.g., preserving and making copies of old paintings and
calligraphy works, learning to paint, and creating authentic artwork—
and remains an effective way of learning up until now. Hwang’s
Manual, the central work of this research that unfolds into three
fundamental elements—the original, the manual, and the copy—
conceives the copying tradition as the original model and diligently
copies it. Although some precedents referencing a manual—for example,
Choi Hae-Ri, Kim Cho-Yoon, Jin Hee-Ran, and Kim Hwa-Hyun take
copying the manual as a method, and Seo Eun-Ae borrows images from
the manual—may heave into view, an individual practice that puts the
copying tradition at its heart has yet to exist. For that reason, I expect
this thesis focusing on “the copy,” which indicates both the core of the
work and one compartment of it, to be an opportunity to expand my
study further and serve as a foundation for oriental painting and its
knowledge passing model of tradition to settle as a meaningful form.
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The first chapter, “Introduction,” sets two significant tasks that one
should resolve as a practitioner of oriental painting in the contemporary
Korean art scene. Subsequently, it discusses the motivation for devising
a system that revolves around “transmission by copying.”

The second chapter, “Transmission by Copying and Copying With a
Manual,” presents an overview of later generations’ diverse
interpretations of “transmission by copying® since Xie He's initial
introduction of the concept in Southern Qi amidst the Six Dynasties
period. The object of the action of copying in Hwang’s Manual is
unveiled, followed by an articulation of the manual’s function, appeal,
and formal and historical limits. In concomitance, this chapter
recapitulates the system based on three ways of copying—making an
exact copy, making a freehand copy, and making a copy of a particular
artist’s style—referenced throughout the work.

The third chapter, “The Structure of Hwang’s Manual,” elucidates the
formation of the work constituted of the original, the manual, and the
copy. This chapter begins with an explication of the original from the
inner perspective of the work and investigates the author-subject,
Mr.Hwang—the manual maker. In due course, the organized context of
each category-step of the work leads to an exploration of how
Hwang’s Manual materializes the copying tradition.

The fourth chapter, “The Formative Features and Materials of
Hwang’s Manual,” delves deeper into the corporeal details of each
element—the original, Hwang’s manual, and the copy. The difference
among the disparate demonstrations of the same icon is compared.

The fifth and final chapter, “Conclusion,” propounds the significance
of the work that features copying tradition and states relevant
questions and tasks for further development.
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This research made possible a broader view of how the act of
copying reinterprets tradition. Moreover, it allowed a contemplation on
how such reinterpretations can be utilized in current times. However,
there is more to determine since Hwang’s Manual should develop in the
direction of constant modification for the number of cases to increase.
On top of that, the task for it to keep breathing by reaching the
audiences’ repeated use remains pending. By unraveling the tasks
above, | wish to find a clue for oriental painting to earn its place as a

prominent contemporary art form.
keywords : transmission by copying, copying, drawing manuals, oriental

painting, korean painting, ink & wash painting, woodcut
Student Number : 2019-25782
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