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Abstract

A Research on the Poster Design
of a Hangul Graphic Image
Using the Characteristics of

Munjado in the Joseon Dynasty

WU YI
Design, Visual Communication Design
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

As Hallyu i1s diffused over the planet as one of several cultural
contents beyond tradition, so are other cultural contents in
today’'s society. This indicates that in this globalized era,
traditional culture with ethnic features must be inherited and
promoted. The discipline of design 1s the most vulnerable to
changes 1n a society’s aesthetic demands. The Korean design
industry has recently begun to concentrate on the formation of
Korean design impact through Hallyu. With contemporary Hallyu,
Korean design from various elements of Korean culture may be

carried out into the world. Korean Minhwa, for example, 1s an
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important part of Korean traditional art. Traditional Minhwa 1s a
type of practical painting in which Korean forefathers publicly
stated their desires in daily life and thereby brought emotional
beauty and abundance to the lives of ordinary people. The most
special among Korean Minhwa relates to Munjado, which centers
around the meaning of letters and the stories associated with
them. Munjado, a separate formative language in which shapes
and text are skillfully blended and virtually solely observed in
East Asian civilizations employing Chinese characters, 1s more
relevant in this study than other types of painting. Furthermore,
unlike Munjado in other East Asian nations, Korean Munjado
carries an educational purpose. The symbolic shape elements in
Korean Munjado are more diverse than those in other East Asian
countries and reflect the characteristics and customs of the
society at the time. As such, Korean Munjado is distinctive and
has specialized research value.

The purpose of this research 1s to explore the unique
characteristics of Korean Munjado through analyzing Minhwa
based on a literature review and case study. Besides, through a
theoretical review, this study investigates Munjado’s symbolism
and methods of emotional expression. Additionally, this study
compares and analyzes the visual designs of contemporary
Munjado to the traditional ones so that contemporary usage of
Munjado 1is realized, and studies the methods of emotional
expression in Munjado. Lastly, this study suggests ways to utilize
the methods of emotional expression using Hangul.

Accordingly, this study investigates and observes Korean style
Munjado among Asian Minhwa and analyze contemporary design

cases for visual expressions to fulfill the purpose of this research
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which was to analyze how to deliver and express emotions of
people a Korean culture with the reinterpretation of Munjado and
modern application of Munjado through design activity.

As people living in the 18th century Korea were expressing
their lives and emotions with Munjado, emotional expressions in
modern design can also be expressed with Munjado so that the
tradition related to Munjado can be inherited. Along these lines,
fashion should instill emotional yearning in modern people and
reflect a more Korean design style. In addition, a new direction
for modern design for Munjado and more data to refer to in the
study for K-Design should be required. I wish Minhwa, a
traditional culture, might be investigated more as a material for
modern design. Ultimately, the goal of this research 1is to
diversify Hangul character design, enhance traditional -culture,

and establish Korean culture as a worldwide culture.

Conclusion

With the rapid development of Hallyu, the K-design should be
expressed and conveyed naturally in various designs and
invoking interests following the current trend. Through Munjado,
a representative and popular culture of the Joseon Dynasty, one
can read the socio—cultural background and daily lives of the
people of the era. Several symbolic images included in Munjado,
In particular, express the magnificent dreams and aspirations of
the people at the time. This study investigated the modern
expressive techniques of symbolic shapes appearing in Munjado
of the Joseon Dynasty, incorporated modern attributes into

Munjado of the Joseon Dynasty so that it could portray the
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modern Korean society, and eventually sought methods for
utilizing modern Hangul graphic image design by focusing on the
research value of Munjado of the Joseon Dynasty. First, this
study asserts that it is vital to examine this topic, and then,
following theoretical considerations based on Munjado of the
Joseon Dynasty, it analyzes the correlation between Munjado and
experimental Korean characters in terms of design. In addition,
modern Hangul Graphic Image design in visual expression cases
was analyzed, and finally, the method and direction of utilizing
the symbolic elements of Munjado in modern Hangul Graphic
Image design were explored.

The summary of this research i1s as follows.

First, the characteristics of symbolic elements expressed in
Munjado should emphasize the development of socio—cultural
values in modern Hangul Graphic Image design. Through Hangul
design, we can capture social change, convey clear themes, make
a modern interpretation of Korea’'s unique cultural archetypes,
restore and reclaim the original form of traditional culture in
line with the cultural strategy of the 21st century, an era of
creativity, show the modern Korean society utilizing the
traditional culture, and contribute to the development of Hangul
culture by exploring the future based on the focus of the
conjunction and well-established relationship of the traditional
and the modern.

Second, the characteristics of the symbolic elements in the
modern Hangul Graphic Image design are that it firstly
contributes to Hangul’'s attaining a reputation for its beauty
beyond the traditional folk painting by composing various

contents based on the combination of shapes and patterns of
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Hangul by constructing based on Hangul and reasonably utilizing
the expandability of Hangul, and then is projected to be used as
the basic material to study Munjado and Hangul design in
education.  Secondly, the Dbasic cognitive function of the
characters and the completeness and readability of the structure
of the characters should be considered.

Third, the technique of conveying the symbolic elements’
characteristics of Munjado in modern Hangul graphic image
design should clarify the value of design, and research in the
field of Munjado design will provide new recognition and modern
significance and perspective for Hangul as a valuable cultural
resource. A more daring quest for current representations of
meaning, as well as more diverse experimental expressions and
expression techniques of Munjado in terms of color, material,
composition, and technique, i1s required to demonstrate Munjado’s
diversity and enjoyment. In the meantime, the global development
trend of Munjado design 1s worth monitoring, and creative
approaches should be constantly updated and adapted to the
shifting aesthetic trend as the trend advances. Fourth, the
characteristics of the symbolic elements of Munjado should
emphasize the empathy and interaction of design in modern
Hangul Graphic Image design and focus on emotional design.
First, based on the deep consideration of aesthetics and the
meaning of art creation, one should respect the nature of the
text map as a popular -culture, pay more attention to the
emotional expression of the art, and design that can be enjoyed
by users, not by designers themselves. Second, the user’'s
emotional requirements and comprehension must be properly

considered. The wuser’'s understanding should be thoroughly
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investigated during the process of utilizing traditional elements,
and if the wuser cannot sympathize, it should be expertly
interpreted with modern elements as well as their fusion so that
the wuser can truly comprehend the work and recognize the
traditional story behind the work. Fifth, the symbol of the
elemental characteristics of the Korean alphabet 1is that the
modern Hangul Graphic Image design starts from Munjado and
discreetly uses the Hangul Graphic Image design in everyday life
in the form of lucky items and home decorative props to better
adapt Munjado to the modern environment, increase the
acceptance from the audience, and demonstrate the decorative
function.

The limitations of this research are as follows.

First, the Munjado of the Joseon Dynasty is a product of the
18th century and is closely related to the people’s social and
cultural life at that time. However, since Munjado had been
transmitted amidst folk, the historical records relating to Munjado
1s scarce, and there are many folklores containing symbolic
elements of which one cannot provide a reasonable
Interpretation, it 1s regrettable that it is difficult to tell the story
of that time using Hangul Graphic Image to the modern people in
the context of design being unable to study the lost historical
records.

Second, although there are many cases of Hangul Graphic
Image design, modern designers rarely start with Hangul itself
when designing Hangul Graphic Image design, and there are
many studies focusing only on the composition and technique of
Hangul Graphic Image itself, leading to the failure to show the

charm of Hangul. It is unfortunate that there are few examples
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of reference and inquiry that begin with Hangul and return to
tradition in order to provide a glimpse into the future. Modern
Hangul Graphic Image design has a long road ahead before it
can represent Korea's distinct culture, beginning with Munjado of
the Joseon Dynasty. Korean ancestors used Munjado to express
their lives and emotions in the 18th century, which signifies that
the same emotions can be articulated in modern design utilizing
Munjado, thus inheriting the ancestors’ tradition of emotional
expression through Munjado. It 1s vital to incorporate current
people’s  lifestyles and emotional demands throughout the
process, as well as exhibit a more Korean design culture. In an
era of globalization in which the influx of ethnic culture is
urgent, K-DESIGN created the symbolic Munjado of modern
soclety in a way that combines letters and paintings, and
reflected new values in traditional Munjado by expressing modern
people’s emotions in a traditional way. In response to the Korean
government’s cultural development strategy for the 21st century,
this study 1s expected to arouse designers’ and audiences’
interest in Korean traditional popular culture, add some value to
the path of K-design initiatives that focus on the inheritance and
development of Korean culture, and exemplify that K-design, like

K-pop culture, can boast a global impact.

keywords : Joseon Dynasty, Minhwa, Munjado, Reinterpretation,
Hangul Graphic Image, Design
Student Number @ 2020-34871
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