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ABSTRACT

The Development and meaning of
Loyal learning in early Chosun

Dynasty

Park, Sang]Jin
Major Advisor : Woo, Yong-]Je
Department of Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This article aims to show the educational meaning revealing during the
establishment of the Joseon Dynasty loyal learning institution(¢%&). The Joseon
Dynasty’s loyal learning, along with crown prince’s, is a representative king
education system, which aims to make the king a transcendent and symbolic
existence in the Neo—Confucian culture. However, no agreement can be found in
existing research on the actual direction of operation of this system. This is
because the loyal learning is simultaneously engaged in educational activities
and political roles in its institutional form. Moreover, the system has been
operated more strictly than China, which is unique to the Joseon Dynasty, and if

the system itself is not fully understood, it would be difficult to explain why
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Joseon operated king education in this direction. Eventually, it will be necessary
to first organize the institutional development process and then address the

related topics more carefully.

The first characteristic to pay attention about loyal learning is the relevance
between the reform during the end of Goryeo and the opening of the Joseon
Dynasty. the scholar-gentry class(1:°KJ) have been steadily striving to refine
the loyal learning system, and have prepared for the opening of the country
with joining the rising and growing of military power(CHr B K24 )))  after
Wihwado Retreat(Z {5 0H#). Because of this, Joseon was able to operate an
organization related to loyal learning from the beginning of the country, but the
short period of system maintenance immediately revealed problems in operation.
In other words, while the scholar—-gentry class sought to revitalize the loyal
learning system by cultivation of mind and human nature, the kings did not
respond properly to the requests of the scholar-gentry class, focusing on private
interchange. Naturally, to make up for this, discussions were held immediately
after the prince’s rebellion, but the actual settlement was not reached, and there
were two re-arguments after King Taejong’s ascension, but this was also
nullified. Therefore, such efforts by the scholar-gentry class could be meaningful

in that they explored the reform of the system only through discussion.

Instead it was during the King Sejong era to be famous in history. He actively
accepted the former discussions and gradually participated in education with the
concurrent instructors, participated in evaluating an ancient statute(#Hlz¢E) and
allowed private reading(%lig=), greatly strengthening the capabilities of
academic individuals and organizations. Through this, the loyal educational
institution(EE %) gained comparative advantage over concurrent instructors in
many ways, and eventually became a full-time organization covering the entire
education of the king in the second half of his reign. In particular, the loyal

educational institution was able to meet the expectations of the scholar—-gentry
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class who had originally expected the revitalization and stable operation of the
loyal learning course by securing a organization that mainly functions as
political and philosophical adviser, researcher - educationalist typically.
However, there was a disagreement between King Sejong and scholars
regarding the direction of development, and King Sejong’s demand for full-time

life and long-term service by internal promotion caused a new conflict.

Since then, this has led to a serious crisis in the loyal educational system itself.
King Sejong tried to solve the problem by establishing a crown prince’s
assisting agency(f: - Z5f¢) in the reason for King Munjong’s vicarious
government(fRFRFE ), but practically caused an opportunity to transform the
loyal educational institution into an organization for political advice(Z#) and
liberal-arts(3#). As a result, the restoration of King Danjong in the early
yvears of King Sejo led to the abolition of the loyal educational institution, which
led to a crisis in the loyal educational system. King Sejo and King Yejong
actively defied the demands of the scholar-gentry class by operating them in an
arbitrary manner, as well as blocking discussions on 1its reconstruction,
undermining the method of enlightenment that has been pursued since the
beginning of the country. As a result, conflicts within the ruling class triggered
various aftereffects and discussions, and continued until King Seongjong
separated the liberal-arts institution(ZXff) to establish the loyal
educational-political advice institution(543f#). In short, the king’'s education
system faced a crisis by failing to properly respond to the direction of operation

after King Sejong.

loyal educational—political advice institution is a complete institution that solves
the accumulated problems. King Seongjong fully accepted to restore the
organization along with the system of the loyal education, allowed the
impeachment for the official, unlike the scholar-gentry class. In addition, King

Seongjong contributed to the enhancement of the topics and revitalization of the
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loyal education through the establishment of officials in special advice(473£E).
As a result, with the trend of public opinion politics(ZawiEia) taking place, the
loyal educational system became the center of the Joseon government, and the
loyal educational-political advice institution was completely established as a
political adviser. This, on the one hand, contributed to the purpose of operating
the fusion of education and politics, while enhancing the status of the loyal
educational-political advice institution by making it a incorrupt government

official.

Keywords : loyal learning, daily loyal curriculum, the loyal educational
institution, the loyal educational-political advice institution, officials in
special advice, public opinion politics.

Student Number : 2010-30367
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