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Abstract

A Study on the Aspects of
Misogynistic Hate Speech in
Schools and Characteristics in

the Circulation Process

NAM, Youjin
Department of Education, Sociology of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to examine the aspects of misogynistic
hate speech experienced by teachers and students in middle schools,
and to understand how misogynistic hate speech is circulated and what
characteristics are revealed in the process of misogynistic hate speech
in schools. The research questions are as follows. First, what are the
aspects of misogynistic hate speech revealed in school? Second, how is
misogynistic hate speech circulated in schools? Third, what are the
characteristics of the circulation process of misogynistic hate speech in
schools? To fulfill the purpose of this research, interviews were

conducted with 14 teachers, 7 students and participation observation
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was conducted in 5 times in middle school.

First, this study explored the aspects of misogynistic hate speech
found in middle school. Misogynistic hate speech was divided into
misogynistic hate speech for disgust and misogynistic hate speech that
became commonplace. Misogynistic hate speech for hate included
discrimination and distrust of female teachers, expressions that make
women a proper noun, intentional verification of feminism, and
offensive misogynistic hate speech that disparage one’ s mother.

Daily misogynistic hate speech revealed variational misogyny
expressions such as non-expression that were not revealed to male
teachers, non-verbal expressions such as eyes, laughter, and groans and
contrived transplant expressions for attention. Daily misogynistic hate
speech also included playful misogynistic hate speech, which showed a
pattern of rupture or excretion toward an unspecified number, and
being consumed like buzzwords. In sum, misogynistic hate speech found
in the school space are used routinely and playfully as consultations
based on strong prejudice and aggression, but the context and content
of them are clearly misogyny.

The second research question was to explore how misogynistic hate
speech was circulated among school members. The misogynistic hate
speech revealed the distribution patterns of acceptance and conformity,
exclusion and stigma, circulation and disconnection, intersection and
contradiction. The misogynistic hate speech was actively used as a
method of learning the order of peer groups, and students chose
perpetrators to avoid to be a victim, showing overlapping patterns and
distributing them. In addition, misogynistic hate speech helped to form a

logic that excluded abnormal beings and behaviors in combination with
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the discourse of normality in school, and was used in the process of
branding them for no reason in peer society.

In addition, misogynistic hate speech was understood as a “culture”
of students by moving back and forth between online and offline
spaces at a rapid pace. There was a gap between students and
teachers’ perception and understanding of this phenomenon, and this
disconnection was causing difficulties in school education and guidance.
Also, misogynistic hate speech was creating complex and cross-sectional
scenes that were difficult to explain simply by the factor of gender,
and was accompanied by a contradictory understanding of the object of
misogyny. In short, misogynistic hate speech was actively adopted and
distributed to dismantle and reorganize the existing educational order in
the school space, including both misogynistic hate speech produced and
introduced outside of school and misogynistic hate speech combined
with peer language and culture.

The third research question was to examine the characteristics of
the circulation process of misogynistic hate speech in schools. For this
question, the characteristics of misogynistic hate speech in the
circulation process were analyzed through five characteristics:
elimination of rational review, creating a stigma, subordinating hate
derivation, producing of hierarchy and boundary, and justification of
inequality. Both teachers and students saw that the degree to which
misogynistic hate speech was expressed seems strong, but when
approaching it in-depth, most of them were illogical and not expressed
as a result of rational review. Despite these irrational characteristics,
misogyny itself was accompanied by a stigma as a tool and result. In

addition, it derived not only misogyny but also subordinate hate
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expressions, which caused another hatred, limiting the speech of
members in the school. In the end, this flow showed the characteristic
of re-producing/producing the hierarchy and boundaries of the school
and overlooking and justifying the inherent inequality structure.

As a result of analyzing the circulation and characteristics of
misogynistic hate speech, three discussions were drawn. First of all, it
is to understand the characteristics of schools revealed through
misogyny circulation. The school culture focused on the phenomenon of
creating a disconnected atmosphere throughout school culture and
discussing the need to re-contextualize school culture, as misogyny is
understood and consumed as a play, including hate purposes. In
addition, the characteristics of open and closed school spaces should be
fully discussed, considering that the school culture is not directly
connected to online, but is expanding in combination. Second, it was
discussed that structural understanding of misogyny itself in school is
necessary. Misogyny was asymmetric and cross-expressed within the
school structure, and based on the understanding of this, it was
discovered that the school organization was being reconstructed by
gender, not the existing educational order, and that it was necessary to
explore the school from the perspective of a gendered organizations.
Finally, misogyny in school was reconceptualized, and the possibility of
exploring a responsive approach to misogynistic hate speech was
discussed through this. In many scenes, misogyny was accepted as an
infringement of teachers’ rights when the subject was teachers, and
not yet school violence, but it was suggested that a responsive
approach to misogyny in schools needs to be discussed in depth by

understanding it extensively.
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