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Abstract

The Meaning of Curriculum
Reconstruction Practice for

Elementary School Teachers

Ahn, Woojung
Department of Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to explore the meaning of curriculum
reconstruction practice for teachers by looking into teachers’
curriculum reconstruction practice. In other words, it 1s intended to
understand what 1t means to practice curriculum reconstruction to
teachers. To this end, this study conducted a qualitative case study
on four elementary school teachers. According to the purpose, this

study established the following three research questions.
First, what is the pattern of curriculum reconstruction practice?

Second, what aspects affect the practice of curriculum

reconstruction?
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Third, what is the meaning of curriculum reconstruction practice

for teachers?

The results of this study are summarized as follows. According to
the first result, the purpose of curriculum reconstruction in teachers’
practice is to ’provide more suitable classes for students’, ’teach
students more efficiently’, and 'exercise teacher expertise as a class
expert’. In addition, the scope of curriculum reconstruction in
teachers’ practice was found to be ’addition of educational content
other than achievement standards’, 'association of educational content
according to class situation’, and 'adjustment of educational content
by increasing or decreasing the number of hours’. Participants in the
study were generally practicing curriculum reconstruction based on
national curriculum documents, but i1t was confirmed that they
"limitedly practiced” the scope of curriculum reconstruction allowed by
the government.

According to the second result of the study, the aspects that
influence teachers’ practice of curriculum reconstruction were largely
divided into ’teacher personal aspects’ and ’'contextual aspects’. The
individual aspects of teachers were revealed as 'educational view' and
'experience of curriculum reconstruction’, and the contextual aspects
were revealed as 'class characteristics’, ‘same-grade teachers,
parents, managers’, and 'administrative work’.

According to the third result of the study, explored based on the
above research results, the first meaning of curriculum reconstruction
practice for teachers is 'limited practice of the scope of reconstruction
allowed by the government’. The second meaning of curriculum
reconstruction practice for teachers is ’teaching and learning suitable

for both students and teachers’, and the third meaning of curriculum
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reconstruction practice for teachers i1s ’'the thing formed through
communication and consultation’.

This study has the following significance and limitations. First of
all, this study tracks how teachers practice what 1s presented in national
curriculum documents. Through this, the curriculum reconstruction
practice scene can be understood in light of national documents.
Therefore, this study 1s meaningful to understand the meaning of the
curriculum reconstruction practice for teachers. In particular, this study
explored teachers’ practice of curriculum reconstruction in a more
three-dimensional way in that it dealt with not only how to practice
curriculum reconstruction but also why it is possible. This search is
valuable in that it can serve as a foundation for teachers to discuss
the meaning of curriculum reconstruction practice compared to
national curriculum documents and previous studies.

However, this study has the following limitations. First, secondary
school teachers were not considered because participants in this study
were limited to elementary school teachers. Second, it is difficult to
interpret the results of this study as a general -curriculum
reconstruction practice of elementary school teachers in that a
qualitative study was conducted on four research participants
belonging to one research site. Based on these limitations of this

study, it 1s suggested that follow—up studies will be conducted.

keywords : curriculum reconstruction, curriculum reconstruction
practice, the meaning of the curriculum
reconstruction practice, elementary school teacher,
qualitative case study

Student Number : 2020-24691
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