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Abstract

A Narrative Inquiry of the Korean
honorific learning experience of
mid-immigrant children from Uzbekistan

SIDDIKOVA SEVARA ILKHOMOVNA

Korean Language Education as a Foreign Language
Department of Korean Language Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to explore the implications for the
education of Korean honorifics by examining the meaning of the
experiences of immigrant children from Uzbekistan through the
narrative of the Korean proficiency acquisition experience among
the immigrant children's Korean language acquisition experiences.
To this end, the research puzzles set in this paper are: first, to
explore the difficulties of immigrant children of Uzbekistan
background in using Korean honorifics: second, to explore the
process of overcoming difficulties in using Korean honorifics for

children of Uzbekistan background: The purpose of this study is
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to explore the educational implications of Korean honorifics.

As a research method in this paper, a qualitative research, a
narrative inquiry, was used. Narrative inquiry is an approach to
study human life, and it is the most suitable research method for
the purpose of this study because it respects and understands
individual experiences, and deeply explores the meaning of the
experience that research participants have. Depending on the
method of narrative inquiry, the inquiry process proceeded
through the process of 'Entering the middle of the research',
'From the field to the field text', 'From the field text to the
intermediate research text', and 'From the intermediate research
text to the research text'.

As participants in the study, 5 immigrant children from
multicultural families from Uzbekistan who had experience in
learning Korean and who were willing to actively participate in
this study were selected who entered Korea at school age due to
their parents' remarriage. At this time, attention was paid to
grade level, length of residence in Korea, and Korean language
level. Field texts were collected through in-depth interviews, and
interviews were conducted once or twice per participant. The
in-depth interview in this paper was a process of negotiating the
meaning of mutual discussion. The interim research text was
reviewed together with the research participants to form the final
research text.

The narrative of the experience of the study participants'
acquisition of Korean honorifics can be understood as follows.
First, since the research participants did not receive proper
grammar education from the beginning, they suffered various
failure experiences due to lack of knowledge about the Korean
honorific system. The participants’ common experience of

difficulty in acquiring honorifics and the narratives of their

- 145 - A L]



different experiences reveal the context of why they have
difficulty in acquiring honorifics. Second, the study participants
went through the process of overcoming Korean honorifics. By
recognizing the important role of honorifics in Korean society,
they were able to overcome difficulties with honorifics with the
help of family members, friends, teachers and etc.

In this study, the meaning of the experiences found in the
stories about the Korean language acquisition experiences of
children immigrants from Uzbekistan background are compared
to the second life, 'The second life that began with settling down
in Korea', 'The conflict with honorifics in the second life', 'The
process of overcoming honorifics in the second life', and 'Korean
language education provided to immigrant children and
implications for Korean language education'.

Through this study, it was possible to deeply understand the
Korean honorific experience among the Korean language
acquisition experiences of immigrant children from Uzbekistan,
and the necessity and significance of Korean honorific education
for immigrant children using their experiences were derived.

Keyword : Uzbekistan background, mid-immigrant children,
Korean acquisition, Korean honorification, narrative inquiry,

acquire experience

Student Number : 2019-21877
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