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Abstract
Understanding of majority small
middle school students’” multicultural

experiences in a rural area

Um, Yoonjeong
Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Since the 1990s, the multicultural population has increased rapidly in
Korea due to the influx of foreign workers, the increase in international
marriages, and the migration of refugees. The Multicultural population
including foreign workers and internationally married women has mainly
flowed into rural areas where small and medium-sized enterprises were
located and the gender ratio was relatively high. Therefore, compared
to urban areas, people in rural areas experienced multicultural society
earlier, and the frequency of opportunities to directly experience multiculturalism
was high. In particular, students who have attended a small school in the



area with a large multicultural population have not only been neighbors to
multicultural populations since they were young but also have been in the
same class with multicultural students such as foreign students and

international marriage children for years.

Many studies related to multicultural experiences have revealed that
both direct and indirect multicultural experiences have led to a positive
attitude toward multiculturalism, such as resolving stereotypes and
biases about multicultural families, increasing acceptance of multiculturalism,
or enhancing intercultural sensitivity. However, multicultural experiences
in an appropriate context and environment are more important than a
simple multicultural contact experience. This is because the results of
previous studies demonstrated that elementary school students living in
the margizen areas, where many foreigners migrated for economic and
social survival, had lower intercultural sensitivity than elementary school
students in the denizen areas with many high-income professionals or

areas not populated with foreigners.

Therefore, it is not presupposed that 'the majority middle school
students in rural areas have a high frequency of contact with multicultural
students and neighbors, so multicultural acceptance and intercultural
sensitivity will be high.” The purpose of this study is to inductively
understand what unique empirical context of the majority students
attending small schools in rural areas have formed their current
multicultural perceptions, using qualitative research methods. The
concept of experience encompasses experience activities, which are
experience in terms of process, and experience as a result that means
knowledge, habits, and personality formed through the process, which

borrows Dewey’s theory that experience is interaction. It examined
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what multicultural experience activities the majority students have
learned while living with multicultural friends and neighbors in rural
areas and attending small schools through participatory observation
and interviews. In addition, what multicultural experiences including
knowledge, intelligence, habits, and personality they have eventually

formed as a result of the process was also verified.

According to the results of the study, similar to previous studies that
students in the margizen area had lower intercultural sensitivity than
the denizen area, the majority students in the margizen area experienced
trial and error, such as alienating or discriminating against multicultural
students when they first encountered them. However, they have become
familiar with each other regardless of their nationality, appearance, and
language because they have been in the same class for many years
due to the environment of a small school with only one class per grade
and less than 10 students. Participants in the study also said that they
felt uncomfortable in communicating with foreign students who came
to Korea during the semester and just begin to learn Korean, and the
refore it took time to get closer. Non-verbal activities such as sports
activities, pranks, practical education, dance, and club activities helped
overcome the limitations of language and form intimate relations regardless
of nationality. When students became proficient in the language, they
could get closer. The formal cross—cultural experiences such as a Korean
class for foreign students or multicultural education to learn foreign
languages, and the experiences of learning culture and language through
continuous exchanges between each other enabled them to communicate.
There were many encounters in the village due to the high proportion
of foreign residents, and the majority students sometimes received help

from multicultural neighbors, such as teaching farming or giving a ride
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to school.

Through multicultural experience activities, they have come to recognize
that multicultural neighbors or friends are no longer passive objects that
they should give help, but are subjective people like them. In addition,
the study participants called each other’'s names or nicknames rather
than distinguishing multicultural students by nationality, appearance,
or mother tongue, and considered the multicultural students as their
group, such as their neighbors, students from the same school, and
friends in the same class. These results are meaningful in that global
citizenship can be emphasized under the perception of "same person”
unlike past civic education that emphasized nationalism under the
perception of "same nationality”, and further the direction of civic

education suitable for a multicultural society can be provided.

keywords: multicultural society, multicultural experience, civic educat
ion, multicultural education
Student Number. 2021—28497
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