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Abstract

A Study on Home Economics
Curriculum in connection with
Education for Sustainable

Development

Yoon, So Hee
Dept. of Home Economics Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Education for Sustainable Development(ESD) is a global effort to
realize the value of sustainability. Accordingly, education has evolved
into one of the core vehicles to resolve the challenges of sustainable
development. Recommendations in the school education sector propose
that principles and values of sustainability be integrated into the
curriculum. Furthermore, at the global level, numerous attempts have
been made to link school curriculum with ESD. Additionally, the
emphasis in the introduction of Korea’s revised 2022 curriculum is on
preparing students to develop the skills necessary to respond to
sustainable development tasks; suggestions have also been made to
include values involving sustainable development into the educational
objectives and for those values to be reflected and taught in classes

for all subjects. However, there are currently no consistent and
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systematic guidelines for incorporating ESD into the home economics
curriculum. Furthermore, many in the field face challenges in teaching
the concept of ESD in home economics classes due to a lack of
understanding of the sustainable development perspective.

Given this context, this study aimed to examine the educational
objectives and content for designing a home economics curriculum in
connection with ESD; producing framework for educational objectives;
identifying selection criteria for educational content, identifying and
suggesting key competencies in sustainability and educational content
at the level of educational objectives based on such framework and
selection criteria; and finally, providing the data for practicing ESD in
home economics classes at school.

Accordingly, through a literature review, the framework for
educational objectives was generated; the directions for selecting
educational objectives were reviewed to design the ESD-linked home
economics curriculum. On this basis, the selection criteria for
educational content were established after examining the guidelines
for selecting the relevant educational content. Subsequently, a
Delphi survey was conducted to identify key competencies in
sustainability as well as the profile of Kkey competencies in
sustainability at the educational objective level. Additionally, a
framework for key competencies in sustainability was presented by
connecting the framework with the practical problem-solving process
in the home economics curriculum. Finally, this study analyzed the
content elements of the revised 2022 home economics curriculum and
derived 1implications. By reviewing the selection criteria for
educational content, it suggested a content system for the revised
2022 home economics curriculum under which ESD values could be

Incorporated.

The results of this study and its implications are as follows:
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First, this study presented the directions for selecting educational
objectives and content to design an ESD-linked home economics
curriculum. Initially, the researcher explored the directions for
selecting educational objectives because the characteristics and details
of the educational objectives —important components for designing a
curriculum —had to be identified first and the educational content had
to be selected based on these educational objectives. According to the
results of the literature review, the educational objective of the
ESD-linked home economics curriculum was to cultivate key
competencies in sustainability by integrating knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and values in the short term; in the midterm, the objective
was to take the necessary steps to address issues related to
sustainable development; in the long term, the objective was to
realize a society where sustainable development could be achieved
and, ultimately, achieve well-being for all by building environmental,
economic, and social conditions for individuals and families, thereby
contributing to the accomplishment of sustainable development goals
(SDGs).

Subsequently, the researcher studied the directions for selecting
educational content, based on the educational objectives, to design the
ESD-linked home economics curriculum, and consequently, the
following four «criteria for selecting educational content were
identified: (@O comprehensively reflecting the knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and values required to nurture key competencies In
sustainability in the process of designing the curriculum;, @
expanding the scope of the curriculum to personal behaviors and
social participation; 3 connecting the curriculum with the SDGs; and
@ incorporating the perspective of sustainable development in the
curriculum.

This study 1is significant because it presents a framework for

educational objectives and the selection criteria for educational content
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by exploring the directions for selecting educational objectives and
content, thereby establishing standards for internal consistency that
can be utilized for designing the ESD-linked home economics
curriculum.

Second, with a Delphi survey, this study collected expert opinions
and identified key competencies in sustainability within the context of
home economics, as well as the profile and framework for key
competencies in sustainability. Accordingly, seven key competencies
were presented: system thinking, anticipatory thinking, value
thinking, strategic thinking, interpersonal relationships, critical thinking
—reflection, and practical problem-solving competency. Additionally,
20 specific key competencies in sustainability were identified and
suggested. Therefore, by employing key competencies in sustainability
in practical problem-solving, this study presented the framework for
key competencies in sustainability, which i1s a combination of
interconnected key  competencies in  sustainability from @ a
comprehensive perspective. This helps resolve problems and take the
best course of action by the process of practical reasoning in the
context of sustainable development-related challenges.

This study 1s also significant as it provided a reference for
selecting educational objectives and content by suggesting Kkey
competencies in sustainability and its profile thereof. Furthermore, it
1s significant in that it presented the framework for key competencies
in sustainability by connecting these competencies with the practical
problem-solving process in the home economics curriculum; therefore,
it defined key competencies 1in sustainability as a group of
interconnected concepts in the problem-solving process, rather than a
list of fragmented items.

Third, this study analyzed the content elements of the revised 2022
home economics curriculum and the content system of the curriculum,

as well as suggested the content system for the revised 2022 home
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economics curriculum in connection with ESD. According to the
analysis, connections with key competencies 1in sustainability,
connections with SDGs, and perspectives on sustainable development
were observed only in some content elements; contrastingly, no
content elements could be expanded into social participation, indicating
that the revised curriculum is still insufficient and inappropriate for
ESD.

Based on the findings, this study proposed educational content from
the perspective of sustainable development to be incorporated into the
content of the ESD-linked home economics curriculum. Under such
curriculum, rather than simply work on, and search for solutions at
the individual and family Ilevel, students could comprehensively
develop the seven key competencies in sustainability, and participate
in social activities with an interest in the challenges faced by the
community, while communicating and interacting with the community.
All this was made possible by the curriculum’s connection with the
SDGs, the pursuit of coexistence and harmony based on temporal and
spatial relationships, and an integrated perception of environmental,
economic, and social dimensions.

Moreover, in presenting the content system for the ESD-linked
revised 2022 home economics curriculum, this study confirmed the
possibility of connecting the content elements with key competencies
In sustainability; it suggested that the practical problem-solving
competency, a meta—competency for the Kkey competencies in
sustainability, should be placed at a higher level of structure along
with key ideas.

Finally, this study is significant because it proposes a content
system to practice education for sustainable development in the
educational field in connection with the revised 2022 home economics
curriculum. Additionally, the content system suggested in this study

reflected the connection between content elements and key
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competencies in sustainability as well as the practical problem-solving
competency presented as being at a higher level of structure.
Consequently, this study provided implications for the selection of
educational content as well as the method of presenting educational

content.

The results of this study could be applied in the educational field
and at school as follows:

These findings could serve as the basis for establishing educational
objectives, selecting educational content, and designing instructional
and learning courses in the process of designing the revised 2022
home economics curriculum for ESD for home economics classes at
schools. Additionally, the profile for key competencies in sustainability
could be utilized as the criteria for establishing specific targets and
selecting the educational content required to cultivate these key
competencies in sustainability. Furthermore, it i1s hoped that the
framework for key competencies in sustainability would offer valuable
implications on the interactions of the key competencies 1in
sustainability throughout the process of resolving issues related to
sustainable development and the understanding of how such
competencies are developed; this could be examined and incorporated

in the instructional and learning courses.

This study has the following limitations:

First, this study examined the directions for selecting educational
objectives and content, which are the components of the curriculum.
However, it did not present comprehensive directions for a series of
processes, including teaching and learning methods and assessment.
In this regard, further research can explore and identify every
element of the curriculum.

Second, this study did not classify and distinguish the types and
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hierarchy of the key competencies in sustainability, nor did it present
an in—depth analysis of those competencies depending on the school
level. Therefore, future studies should examine the key competencies
In sustainability more specifically and analyze those competencies
according to the school level.

Third, in suggesting the educational content for the ESD-linked
home economics curriculum, the connection between content elements
and the key competencies in sustainability was presented based on
the profile for the key competencies in sustainability. However, no
clear conceptualization was performed for the relationship. Thus,
future research on this issue should have significant implications for

designing a competency-based curriculum.

keywords : Education for sustainable development(ESD), Home
economics curriculum, Competencies, Key competencies in
sustainability, Sustainable development goals(SDGs), Practical
reasoning
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