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p < .05 “p < .01, p < .001
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5A9F AR 156 2.16(1.33)

@ BAlek FRP 177 2.83(.99)
6021"" a < b, d<c
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139 2md 184 3.11(.98)

SAIEE AR 156 3.55(.88)
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o 1735 b, d, a <c
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S
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p < .05 Tp < .001
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Abstract

Kindergarten and Elementary
School Teachers’ and Parents’
Literacy Guidance and Attitudes
Towards Intensive Hangeul

Education Policy

: A Comparison In Regards to the Child’s

Hangeul Acquisition Level

Kim, Hyoeun
Interdisciplinary Program in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The aim of this study i1s to investigate the Hangeul acquisition
levels of 5-year-old children and children in the first grade of the
Korean education system, and to compare how the teachers of the
aforementioned children and their parents differ in their opinions

toward literacy guidance and Intensive Hangeul Education Policy
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(‘THEP’), a policy sponsored by the Korean ministry of education. In
order to complete such tasks, the study examined whether or not the
Hangeul acquisition level of children who are in the transitional
period between Kkindergarten and elementary school showed any
correlation with the way in which teachers and parents view literacy
guidance and IHEP, and the differences between the four groups were
compared based on their attitudes toward literacy guidance and the
[HEP.

Samples were collected from the Seoul metropolitan area in Korea
and included the following: 156 b5-year-old class Kkindergarten
teachers, 177 parents of the b-year-old -children, 155 grade 1
elementary school teachers, and 184 parents of the 1st graders, which
amounts to 4 distinct groups and 672 samples total. The participants
were asked to record their responses on an online questionnaire,
answering questions about the children’'s Hangeul acquisition levels,
literacy guidance (emergent and conventional), and IHEP (awareness,
understanding of the program and its benefits, and openness).

Regarding the Hangeul acquisition level, the teachers recorded their
responses based on the mean level of Hangeul acquisition amongst
their students, and parents responded in accordance with the level of
Hangeul acquisition of their children. The collected data were
analyzed using the SPSS Statistics 26.0 package, and descriptive
statistics, independent sample #test, one-way analysis of variance,
and Scheffé’s test.

The major finding of the study are as follows:

First, according to the data collected from the teachers and the
parents, the Hangeul acquisition level of first graders was statistically
higher than that of 5 year olds. However, the 5 year olds also scored

high on the Hangeul acquisition level, and there were first graders
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who scored low on the level.

Second, depending on the level (high-middle-low) of a child’s
Hangeul acquisition level, there was a difference in how each of the
aforementioned sample groups perceived literacy guidance and IHEP.
As for the parents of 5 year olds and first graders, both groups
showed that when a child belongs to the ‘high’ level group, they
gave more literacy —both emergent and conventional —guidance to the
child. The kindergarten teachers, on the other hand, did not show any
significant differences in emergent literacy guidance. They, however,
did give more conventional literacy guidance to the ‘high’ level
children. The elementary school teachers exhibited the opposite result
from the kindergarten teachers. There was no significant difference in
the frequency of conventional literacy guidance depending on the
child’s Hangeul acquisition level, but for ‘high’ level children, the
elementary school teachers gave more guidance regarding emergent
literacy. In addition, when a child belonged to the ‘high’ level group,
the parents of both 5 year olds and first graders and the elementary
school teachers all showed positive attitudes toward IHEP, whereas if
the child belonged to the ‘middle’ or ‘low’ group, they showed
dissatisfaction with the policy.

Third, the chosen method utilized by each sample group regarding
literacy guidance was different. In terms of emergent literacy
guidance, and the frequency at which it happens, Kkindergarten
teachers scored the highest and the parents of 5 year olds scored the
lowest. For conventional literacy guidance and its frequency, the
elementary school teachers and the parents of first graders scored the
highest, followed by the parents of 5 year olds, with the kindergarten
teachers scoring the lowest.

Fourth, there was a big distinction between the four sample groups
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in the way they perceived IHEP. With regard to awareness (of the
policy), the elementary school teachers scored the highest, and the
kindergarten teachers did the lowest. Understanding of the policy
itself was shown to be the most present in the elementary school
teacher group, compared to the rest. Understanding of the benefits of
the policy was best done by the parents of the first graders, as
opposed to the elementary school teachers, who showed low scores
on this particular subcategory. Concerning the openness(toward the
policy), the elementary school teachers demonstrated the highest
levels of openness, compared to the parents of 5 year olds.

In sum, this study has discovered that first graders score higher
than 5 year olds on the level of Hangeul acquisition, that many 5
year olds have already acquired Hangeul, and that there are large
individual differences within the same age group. The study also
emphasizes the importance of preventing children from studying way
too ahead of their levels, and the need for intervention programs for
students who are slow learners. This study has also shown that
there is a difference in the way in which the four sample groups—
kindergarten teachers, parents of 5 year olds, elementary school
teachers, and parents of first graders—perceive and understand
literacy guidance and IHEP, depending on the level of Hangeul
Acquisition(high-middle-low) of the children. Such a discordance was
corroborated by the results of the analyses, which showed that each
group gave children literacy guidance in unalike ways and had
different views and attitudes toward IHEP. In conclusion, this study
compared the objective status of the Hangeul acquisition level of
children who are in the transitional period between kindergarten and
elementary school, and provided educational implications for children’s

literacy development, the basis for establishing appropriate literacy
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guidance methods for kindergarten and elementary teachers, parents,

and policymakers, and proposed a possible future direction for IHEP.

keywords : Hangeul acquisition, emergent literacy guidance,
conventional literacy guidance, Intensive Hangeul Education
Policy (IHEP), kindergarten-elementary school transition, parent:

teacher partnership
Student Number . 2021-23649
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