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The territorial issue is a fundamental issue related to national
sovereignty. Looking at the historical development of the return to the
northern territories, it can be seen that it remains an international task
that must be continuously resolved in the Russo-Japanese relationship.

In the San Francisco Peace Treaty, Japan abandoned the Chishima
Islands, but the scope of the Chishima Islands was not clarified under
the treaty, and Japan originally thought that Minamichishima Island,
Kunashiri Island, and Etorofu Island were included within the scope of
the Chishima Islands. I was thinking. After that, in the process of
negotiations with the Soviet Union for the restoration of diplomatic
relations, while demanding the return of Minamichishima Island, not
limited to the Habomai Islands and Shikotan Island, the original
territorial theory was put forward, and the Chishima Islands, which had
been abandoned in the San Francisco Peace Treaty, were put forward.
Cima has been expressed the view that it is not included. From this
background, the geographical focus of this unique territorial theory was
initially focused on Minamichishima Island. However, with the
Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration of 1956, Japan-Soviet Reformation, and
through the negotiations, Japan’s territorial claims were specified as the
four islands of Etorofu, Kunashiri, Shikotan, and Habomai Islands. The
term “northern territory” for these four provinces was created after
that.

In recent years, the Russian government has been strengthening the
claim that these islands became part of Russian territory as a result of
World War I, but since there is no peace treaty between Russia and
Japan, furthermore, the final solution to the territorial issue after
World War II The nonexistent state continues.

After the launch of the second Abe cabinet in 2012, while the
distinction between the four northern provinces and the northern
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territories for their own territories was again becoming less rigorous,
the 1956 Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration was made at the
Singapore-Russia-Japan summit meeting in Singapore in November 2019.
It was agreed that the negotiations would progress on this basis, and in
subsequent replies by Prime Minister Abe and the Foreign Minister,
etc., the expression “inherent territory” would not be used, and the
Northern Territories would be the islands over which Japan has
sovereignty. The change in the answer also affects the description in
the diplomatic blue book, and there is no description surrounding the
attribution of the four provinces, and the northern territories are
described as islands over which Japan has sovereignty. The Russian
side does not deviate from the 1956 Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration on
the return of two islands and economic cooperation, but the Japanese
side moves back and forth between the demand for the return of four
islands as a principle and the demand for the return of two islands as
a realistic compromise following the change of government. show the
shape The most dramatic change occurred during the transition from
the Mori Cabinet to the Koizumi Cabinet. The Japanese side, which
realistically reviewed the theory of return of two islands during the
Mori administration, turned to a more rigid theory of return of four
islands in a lump sum with the advent of the Koizumi cabinet, and
maintained this principle even in the Democratic Party administration.
The 2nd Abe cabinet eagerly stepped forward to resolve this issue
and began realistic consideration of all alternatives, including the return
of the 2nd degree first, but negotiations suffered difficulties. In the
meantime, nationalism has also increased in Russia, and the issue of
territorial cession has become a sensitive issue that even President
Putin cannot deal with. The Japanese government’ s Act on Special
Measures to Promote the Resolution of the Northern Territory Problem
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was amended to stipulate exchanges between the four provinces, the
northern burial mounds, and free visits. However, it can be seen that
there is a lack of flexibility in the foreign policy toward Russia in
relation to the Northern Territory response policy. Moreover, most civic
groups related to the movement for the return of the northern
territories support the collective return of all four provinces and have
a relationship with the Cabinet Office. They are concerned about
negotiations such as “2+«¢” that once two islands are transferred,
the other two islands cannot be transferred. Regarding the theory of
return of the 4 islands, it should not be overlooked that there is a
claim to the limit of the theory of return of the 4 islands in Japanese
society, and there is a negative view of the theory of return to the 4
islands in public opinion polls. The Japanese government’s lack of
flexibility in the northern territories between Russia and Japan is also
connected to the rigid attitude of Japanese society, and Japan’s position
to resolve the northern territories faces a difficult situation due to the
strained structure of the foreign policy of the northern territories
between Russia and Japan due to this. can be seen as However, it is
necessary to pay attention to future changes as there is a possibility of
change, such as the securing of flexibility in Japan’'s foreign policy
toward Russia and the consequent leading public opinion in Japanese
society, other than the unexpected variable of war.
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