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Abstract

A Study on Pansori Concerto

— The Interrelationship Between

Chang and Orchestra

Kim, Bohyun
Korean Music Composition

Department of Music
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation examines the stylistic development of pansori
concertos with a particular focus on the diachronic changes in the
relationship between chang, the pansori singer, and the supporting
orchestra, hoping to evaluate the further establishment of the genre.
To do so, I have analyzed the structural development and the
stylistic language of pansori concertos created between 1971 and

2021, arriving at the following findings.

First, the overall density of the supportive instrumental parts has
undergone a textural transformation to emphasize dramatic effects.
Instrumentation has expanded to accompany both chang, a song, and

aniri, a narrative recitation, in contrast to the past trend of the latter
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being solo. Also, concluding drumming patterns are now accompanied
by combinations of orchestral parts, allowing artistic freedom lacked
when mostly played as orchestra tutti. Moreover, the usage of
suseonggarak, an instrumental melody played with a pansori vocal
part, has broadened, no longer following the vocal melody. Instead, it
interdependently acts as a counterpoint to the vocal melody, giving
more artistic freedom to the orchestral part. Also, the
rhythm-oriented orchestration is more actualized and emphasized. For
example, when a rhythmic section occurs to guide its singer, it tunes
to the singer’s breath and acts as the second percussion. Along with
other western—classical ideas, harmony has been accepted gradually
and utilized functionally, but today its functional significance 1is
less—prominent. The texture and density of counterpoint parts have
become intricate and elaborate: an indicator that each part is

characteristically appreciated and independently regarded.

Second, introducing a short instrumental prelude, especially to
prepare the pansori vocal, has been widely practiced throughout
different eras. These methods include playing the first note for the
singer and wusing the first phrase of the vocal melody as the
introduction. There are, however, subtle attempts to emphasize the
tonic note, to approach chromatically, to allude to the new scale, and
to deviate from the expected pitch. I further confirmed new attempts

to align tonic notes vertically with vocal tones.

Third, a study of word painting methods, such as creating
contextual mood, reveals that the horizontal sustention of instrumental
parts is first constructed and then followed by the vertical expansion

of orchestral parts and techniques, experimenting with its
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programmatic nature. Originally, expressing the singer’'s emotional
state mostly involved a reiteration of the vocal melody and
ornamentation, whereas today, composers incorporate  various
techniques, such as introducing thematic motifs or deliberate
dissonances to denote the protagonist’s inner conflicts. Sudden
descending melodies for accompanying onomatopoeias and mimetic
words progress chromatically and are faster and longer for more
dramatic effects. These different techniques are first fused tightly

before expanding.

These stylistic changes in pansori concertos prove that the form is
constantly evolving. Accordingly, we must delve into a deeper
discussion about various aspects concerning the future of pansori
concerto: diversifying subject materials, annotating Chinese characters,
organizing the cadential structure with doseop (a pansori technique of
dramatic slowing down), examining the musical potential of aniri,
exploring the aspects of program music, establishing the standard key
structure, standardizing the notation system for gayageum
byeongchang, etc. My only wish 1s that further vigorous and
passionate endeavours from composers and scholars will continue to

thrive and contribute to the musical evolution of pansori concerto.

Keywords : pansori concerto, chang and orchestra,
interrelationship, suseonggarak, word painting.
Student Number . 2011-30516
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