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Abstract

A Study on the Semantic

Change of Sino-Korean Word

- Focus on the Homograph between Korean

and Chinese in Kukhanhoeeo-

Yuanjie MA
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper aims to describe and analyze the diachronic process of
such a semantic change based on Korean historical literature for
two—character Sino—-Korean words that show a semantic difference
from modern Chinese isomorphic. A summary of the contents covered
in this paper is as follows.

Chapter 1 clarified the above research purpose, confirmed the
necessity of this study through the literature review, and presented
detailed research methods such as basic method of lexical history
research, selection and classification methods. For example, the reason
for choosing Kukhanhoeeo as the text of vocabulary extraction was

revealed, and the process of extracting the vocabulary list suitable for
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considering diachronic semantic change was presented, and Three
classification criteria were assumed such as semantic change
identified inside lexical structure, semantic change identified in
collocational relation, and semantic change identified on the syntax
layer. Each chapter below 1is classified according to these three
criteria.

Chapter 2, ‘semantic change identified inside lexical structure’
focused on historical changes of Sino-Korean words ‘W (X) and ‘—
P)(d4d/94). Among them, in the case of ‘WA (X)’, it mentioned the
possibility that it was lexically converted into an adverb ‘HHR’,
meaning ‘must’, after structural changes such as the
de—categoryization of the verb ‘W’ and the resulting surplus of the
preposition /A’ in the existing syntactic structure. In addition,
regarding the diversity of ‘Hi/A(X) in terms of ‘must’ and ‘finally’ it
was seen as a result of differentiation as it was used widely in
formulas for future and past events. For reference, the previously
studied meaning change of ‘{24’ was also seen as the meaning of
‘]’ became surplus within Sino-Korean, which could appear not only
in question sentences but also in non-question sentences, and
furthermore, the meaning of ‘must’ could be expressed. In the case of
‘dA” among ‘—YJ), it was suggested that the use of adverbs tends
to increase little by little as it moves from the late 18th century to
the late 19th century to the early 20th century, while the use of
nouns was overwhelming from the 15th to the early 20th century. On
the other hand, in the case of ‘Y4’ it was emphasized that it
already existed in the 16th century before the Japanese Invasion of
Korea in 1592, and coexisted with ‘¥ #)|’. This is based on the recent

re—examined use of kanibyeokonbang. In addition, from the 17th

century, when ‘¥4’ was confirmed in Korean historical literature in
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large numbers, it was confirmed that it was close to the prohibited
expression, such as responding to the ‘UJX’ adverb which implicating
the Negative polarity, and it was assumed that this characteristic of
‘A A’ originated from the recognition of ‘WJ(A]) of ‘—1) as the
adverb ‘UJ(A)" which means imperativeness.

Chapter 3, ‘semantic change identified in collocational relation’,
focused on historical changes of ‘LI5(X) and E#(X). In the case
of “T¥(X), the tendency of abstraction to ‘specific > ‘words or
products that can be determined by subjective willl > ‘natural
occurrence or accident’ and the gradual process of meaning change
were identified. In addition, as in modern times, the relationship
between the meaning of ‘& 1ld}-" and ‘& 1F-" based on ‘coincidence’
was considered to have been formed at least after the early 20th
century. Regarding ‘##%(X)’, it was confirmed that the meaning of
‘secretness’, which is uniquely used in Modern Korean language, has
been documented since the mid-19th century. In addition, the
acquisition of the meaning was assumed to be related to the
possibility of taking vocabulary with negative meaning colors as the
subject or argument, that is, vocabulary with a high possibility of
being secretly promoted, and as a result, it was able to express the
dark atmosphere of amorphous things such as place. Besides, it was
mentioned that semantic change of Sino-Korean words such as ‘n/#l’,
T H, PEVR’ and “Fi’can also be compared to ‘LI5(X) or ‘BEHEI(X).

Chapter 4, ‘semantic change identified on the syntax layer’,
focused on the historical changes of ‘U, “fty, &1 and ‘W7 .
In the case of ‘C.ff, we first checked the change in the syntactic
category that even gets the use of the perfect adverb from the noun.
For this reason, it is presumed that ‘C.ff could appear in various

sentences regardless of the tense, containing the clause led by the
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connecting ending ‘—(2.)W’ the clause led by the connecting ending
‘~(©2)Y’, and the clause led by the adnominal suffix ‘-2’ etc. On the
other hand, regarding the fact that the modern adverb ‘U
expressed ‘confirmed facts’, the following hypothesis was raised.
Specifically, the meaning of ‘certainty’ was continuously strengthened
as it was gradually used in the clause led by ‘—(2.)%’ which express
the meaning of the aspect of ‘possibility’, the counterfactual
conditionals led by ‘~%1©%’ and the clause led by the adnominal
suffix ‘-2’ which means ‘a foregone conclusion’. In the case of ‘Ji.(»
(X)’, which means ‘unattention’ in modern Korean, unlike ‘i) in
modern Chinese, which mainly means ‘relief’, historically, it cannot be
integrated with prefinal ending ‘-2]’, which means the future, and
also such cannot be integrated with final ending ‘~££A]’, which does
not involve negative expressions. In addition, in the sentence
indicating denial or prohibition, it was believed that the meaning of
“0» among ‘J.Ly was generalized from ‘a compassionate heart’ to the
‘heart’. In the case of ‘45T, before the 17th century, it was used to
mean ‘negative quantity’. After that, it went through the stage of
expressing the ‘small-oriented negative amount’ in the clause of
concession of free choice in the late 17th century and the clause of
pragmatic concession led by ‘~(2)4’. Since the 18th century, it has
been used in concession syntax that directly integrates with the focus
particle ‘-%’, and it has been considered that the meaning of ‘a small
amount’ as it is today has been formed and strengthened. In addition,
‘T, which has the same origin as ‘4 T, is the same as ‘% T’ in
that it was biased from ‘an undecided amount’ to ‘a small amount’ in
the past, but it was confirmed that there are differences such as ‘I
+’ in the syntax of concession of free choice, mainly express the

means of ‘large-oriented negatives’, and furthermore, integration with
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the focus particle ‘“%=’ was prevented. On the other hand, ‘41T’
began to show similar usage to modern times as it frequently
appeared in the negative syntax followed by the infinitive ‘o}u]-’
from the late 19th century and the early 20th century. For reference,
modern Korean studies identify ‘©J%} as ‘E.%&’ means ‘normal’, and
common to regard the syntactic structure of ‘¢J7t---o}y-" as an
unusual example of bottom-up reasoning, such as ‘H.E©°] o}ld=HF
o]}, Considering the historical continuity, this paper argued that the
composition can be approached as a general top—down reasoning that
represents ‘a large amount’ by denying the ‘small amount’.

Chapter 5 summarizes the main contents of each chapter as a

conclusion and mentions the limitations of this paper.

keywords : Sino-Korean word, homograph, semantic change,
diachronic research of meaning, morphological
history, lexical history
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