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Abstract

A Study on the Catholic Funeral Rites

in the 19" Century Joseon Dynasty

— Focusing on a View of the Soul and
Ritual Procedures in

Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu (HAFA 1 d|7F)

Lee, Hyojin
Department of Religious Studies

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This master’'s thesis aims to understand ritual characteristics of
Catholic funeral rites in the 19" century Joseon dynasty. To this
end, Cheonju—Seonggyvo—Yegyu ( [FF¥Z9)7+) ), first book of the
funeral ritual in the Joseon dynasty, is set as the main reference,
and 1s comprehensively examined from the event caused by the
introduction of the Catholic funeral to the publication of the ritual to
the practice. In particular, it is noted how the understanding of the
soul of Catholicism was accepted in the book and was expressed
through ritual procedures. The Catholic funeral is compared with the

Confucian funeral, which dominated the society at the time to
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capture the view of the soul and ritual changes brought by the
Catholic funeral. With this comparison, this thesis examines how
Korean Catholics recognized and accepted the new ritual at the time.

First, the Jinsan Incident (1791), which caused the first
persecution due to the conflict between Confucianism and
Catholicism, was reviewed as the beginning of the Catholic funeral
in Joseon. Focusing on the funeral methods practiced by Yoon
Ji—chung and Kwon Sang—yeon, not the refusal of ancestral rites,
Chapter II examines the annals of the Joseon dynasty and church
history materials that describe the Jinsan Incident from the
viewpoints of the state and the church, respectively. They held
Yoon Ji—chung's mother’s funeral, refraining from the etiquette
prohibited by Catholicism. Importantly, the abolition of the ancestral
tablet was a problematic act that could be the source of persecution
while proving that the Catholic view of the afterlife was newly
accepted, away from the existing perception that dead’s soul dwelled
within a material place. After the Jinsan Incident, the catechisms
read by the believers and the testimonies of them were reviewed
together to capture the changes in the view of afterlife.

Chapter III examines the publication and characteristics of
Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu, which was published in 1865 and
referred to Rituale Romanum and Seonggvo—Yegvu ( TEZi24, ).
Although a few differences are found among the liturgical books
according to the situational condition, it is confirmed that the overall
funeral procedures and prayers were consistent and had the same
understanding of the soul separated from the body. The
characteristics of Catholic funeral rites appearing in
Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu are summarized in three points. First, the

Catholic funeral is a ritual to help souls in purgatory. Second, the
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characteristics of criticizing secular customs, including Confucianism,
stand out. Third, Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu emphasizes the ritual
differentiation based on the doctrinal basis for the existing
traditional ritual procedures.

In Chapter IV, Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu is compared with
Sarae—Pyeonram ( "WYig/#%%, ), which was published at the same
time. The funeral is a rite of passage in that the soul of the dead
enters the realm of death from life. In Section 1, the stages that
the soul experiences, are compared. Based on this, Section 2
focuses on the differences in the way death was accepted and the
ritual in each tradition. As a result, from the perspective of
Catholicism aiming for the hope of the afterlife of resurrection,
Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu criticizes Confucian Gok—eup (%&{7), and
there are differences in the procedure for handling the body and the
use of sacred things. Also, prayers, which can never be omitted
from the ritual, are examined together. In the Confucian funeral, the
object of prayer was the soul, whereas in Catholicism, a ritual
change had occurred in that they asked saints to pray for the soul
and prayed to God.

Based on the discussion above, Chapter V analyzes the ritual
practice of the Catholic funeral. Thus, the ritual characteristics of
the funeral can be summarized as follows. Throughout the Catholic
funeral, the character of trying to save the soul stands out, and for
this, all believers become participants in the ritual. This is also
related to the second characteristic in that this salvation of the
souls 1is possible with the help of other believers. This was an
expansion of personal salvation to the dimension of a religious
community beyond kinship. Inaehoe ({=%%®) composed of lay

believers, was established in 1882 by missionaries who entered
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Joseon after the Byeongin persecution (1866), and worked hard to
help with the funerals. This funeral service activities for believers

==
[FT=T=A

under the name of Yeonryenghoe (f#%£¢7) continues even today.
The Catholic funeral in Joseon was a new etiquette with the
introduction of Catholicism, but it was not a completely new form.
Although it was critical of Confucianism and secular customs, the
Catholic funeral tried to secure the legitimacy of the ritual as
considering the situation of the times. This thesis is intended to
discuss the ritual characteristics of the 19™ century Catholic funeral
but is focused on the ritual book as the next best way in that the
ritual could not be restored. Nevertheless this thesis has an
academic contribution for laying the foundation for a comprehensive

understanding of the premodern Joseon Catholic funeral and

approaching the religious life of believers through the ritual.

keywords : Catholicism in Joseon Dynasty, Book of the Funeral
Ritual, Cheonju—Seonggyo—Yegyu, Funeral Rites, View
of the Soul, Rite of Passage, Prayer
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