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of Other Minds (2003)

that the mechanism or the states are spatially localized in the brain.” Nichols and Stich,
14) Piccutio and Carruthers, /nner Sense (2014)

13) “Positing a ‘box’ which represents a functionally characterized processing mechanism or
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Abstract

On Functionalistic

Inner Sense Theory

Hyunchae Kim
Department of Philosophy, Major in Western Philosophy
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This paper argues that when the inner sense theory, as a theory of
self-knowledge and introspection, can not only offer the most appropriate
explanation about the introspection of various types of mental states, but
can also be open to more various metaphysical positions regarding the
mind-body problem by avoiding the supposition of reductive physicalism.
The inner sense theory states that we acquire knowledge about our own
mental states through a process of looking inward called introspection, and
that introspection is similar to perception in important ways. The scholars
who have contributed to the inner sense theory in the tradition of
contemporary analytic philosophy include Armstrong, Lycan, Nichols &
Stich, and Goldman. This paper examines the contents of each of their

inner sense theories in relation to their respective positions regarding
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functionalism about mental states. As the inner sense theory is a theory
that aims to explain the introspection of mental states, the acceptance of
functionalism implies that the mental states that are introspected by inner
sense are to be defined in functionalistic terms. Then it can be said that
for functionalistic inner sense theories, inner sense detects mental states
through their functional properties.

Among the supporters of the inner sense theory, Armstrong, Lycan,
Nichols and Stich all accept functionalism. More specifically, Armstrong
adopts realizer analytic functionalism, and Lycan supports role
psychofunctionalism, while Nichols & Stich accept psychofunctionalism but
does not take a specific stance between role functionalism and realizer
functionalism. Meanwhile, Goldman, who has been the most recent
supporter of the inner sense theory, rejects functionalism and strongly
criticizes the idea that inner sense takes the functional properties of mental
states as inputs. He instead proposes a neural inner sense theory, which
claims that inner sense takes the neural properties of mental states in
order to introspect them. This paper argues that while Goldman’s theory
does have certain advantages, it can be seen as too detached from
previous philosophical discussions on introspection as it attempts to explain
introspection purely through neural properties, and it also bears a stronger
metaphysical burden compared to the earlier inner sense theories because it
presupposes reductive physicalism. This paper argues that by returning to
the functionalistic version of the inner sense theory, the theory can be a
unified theory of introspection that fits well with natural sciences, while
also staying metaphysically open about reductive physicalism.

In order to defend the functionalistic inner sense theory, one must
offer responses to the criticisms that Goldman and other authors have
launched against functional properties. Four main criticisms have been
given against the idea that inner sense introspects mental states by

detecting their functional properties. They are respectively about the fact
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that functional properties are relational properties, the fact that functional
properties are dispositional properties, the fact that functional properties are
conjunctive properties, and the causal efficacy of functional properties. This
paper examines each of the criticisms, and attempts to offer functionalistic
responses to them. While most of the responses can be used by both
analytic functionalism and psychofunctionalism, there are certain points
where the discussion is more favorable toward psychofunctionalism.
Therefore, this paper argues that the best version of the inner sense

theory accepts psychofunctionalism.
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