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transferred to another through marriage.

As such, the pedigree-based system that defined “Japanese” nationality gradually became
something close to a fiction. In addition, although the ose4i system based on “lineage” formed
the homogeneity of “Japanese people,” it, on the other hand, reproduced within its framework
social discrimination and disparity by setting boundaries based on one’s origin.

« Keywords: koseki (family register), ie system, Japanese Nationality Law, pedigree-based sys-

tem, Japanese

Japan'’s Foreigner Policy and Legal System Regarding Foreigners: With a
Focus on Multicultural Coexistence Policy | YOO Hyuck-soo

This study examines Japan’s foreigner policy and legal system with a focus on multicultural
coexistence policy. Since the 2000s, Japan has taken new steps towards multicultural
coexistence, but it still lacks a roadmap for the integration of settled foreigners, despite the
need for foreign labor, as it remains cautious about accepting simple laborers who may make
transition to permanent residency. In this context, the study analyzes the current state and
issues of Japan’s multicultural coexistence policy and evaluates the changes in Japan’s foreigner
policy and legal framework regarding foreigners.

As a premise for analyzing the current status and issues of Japan’s multicultural
coexistence policy, I conducted research on the experiences of Oldcomer Korean in Japan, the
internationalization that flourished in Japan during the 1970s-1990s, and the amendments
to the immigration control system in 1989 and 2009, which formed the foundation of the
immigration management system. Next, I investigated the content and limitations of Japan’s
multicultural coexistence policy. Since 2000, the promotion of a multicultural coexistence
society aims to create conditions for foreign residents to live together as members of local
communities. Furthermore, in the context of immigration policy, in 2018, after twists and
turns, the introduction of a specified skilled worker status opened a path to accept unskilled
laborers and ultimately had a possibility of recognition of permanent settlement. However,
the aspect of ensuring equal rights and social participation for foreigners was not the main
focus of achieving multicultural coexistence. Moreover, criticism emerged that the pursuit of
multicultural coexistence mainly targeted newcomers, and the struggles for human rights in
places like Kawasaki and Osaka from the 1960s to the 1990s against discrimination did not
become the driving force behind multicultural coexistence.

» Keywords: Foreigner’s policy (immigration policy), multicultural coexistence, immigration

control, MIPEX, a specified skilled worker status

Japanese Normative Consciousness Regarding Spousal Surname Unification:
The Gap between Law:Institution and Freedom-Right in Response to Social
Changes | GO Cheolwoong

This article analyzes the normative consciousness of Japanese individuals regarding the
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unification of spousal surnames by examining the topic from a temporal perspective. As the
surname system in Japan functioned as a symbol of the ie (5, family) system since the Meiji
Civil Code, the wives were legally enforced to use the husband’s surname. However, with the
revision of the Civil Code after World War II, the ie system was abolished. Although the
marital surname remained, it evolved into a direction that respected individuality and gender
equality. As Japan experienced rapid economic growth, women’s social activities increased, and
it became widely recognized that norms regarding spousal surname unification were hindering
individuals’ social activities. In 1996, a proposed amendment to the Civil Code was submitted
to the government to legislatively address the issue of selective spousal surname. Judicial
precedents recognized the surname as not only a family title but also as a right related to an
individual’s personal interests. Recently, there have been a number of consecutive Supreme
Court rulings regarding the constitutionality of the marital surname system, revealing clear
differences in perception among Supreme Court justices regarding the concept of marital
freedom.

*Keywords: spousal surname unification, selective spousal surname, naming rights,

personality rights, institution, freedom, normative consciousness, ie system

Norms in Japanese Workplaces: Compliance Efforts of Japanese Companies
and lllegal/Unethical Behavior | MIZUMURA Norihiro

This paper focuses on the question of why company employees, whether intentionally or
unintentionally, make illegal or unethical choices in the workplace. The structure of this paper
is as follows: Part 2 examines the awareness of norms among people who work in Japanese
companies. Part 3 presents a comprehensive explanation of corporate compliance programs
designed to increase employees’ awareness of norms. Part 4 draws on published data to show
the dysfunctional nature of systems and structures designed to detect and curb improprieties
in companies. Part 5 focuses on an attempt to comprehend those who choose to engage in
improper behaviors despite their awareness of norms. Part 6 examines the current situation
in workplaces in which employees lack the necessary means to deal with compliance-related
issues through an analysis of the weaknesses and fragilities of people who choose improper
behaviors in spite of knowing that they are “not right” or “wrong” based on Aristotle’s theory
of akrasia. Finally, Part 7 analyzes corporate impropriety from the perspective of behavioral
ethics in an attempt to describe the sort of person who unwittingly chooses to engage in
improper behavior due to a withering of their awareness of norms.

* Keywords: case study, compliance with ethics and law, conscience, law-abiding spirit, work-

place improperty
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