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Abstract

A Study on the Expression of
Social Criticism Through Images

with Fictive Settings

Park, Sora
Painting Major, Department of Painting
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis analyses my work, which reflects my critical
perspective on society through images with fictive settings. I began my
work by identifying that images shared on social media and digital
portrait images are fundamentally fictive because they are easily edited
and retouched. My art practice is a series of processes that involves
analysing this phenomenon within its social, economic, and cultural
context and expressing my critical perspective through object making

and image production.

The subject matter that I focus on in my artistic practice has

shifted over time. In my earlier work, I investigated the reasons why



digital portraits, such as identification photographs in Korea, are
retouched even though they are intended for official use as proof of
one’s identity. In this study, I discuss this phenomenon by examining
‘lookism’ and self-help culture in Korean society. Self-help culture
and lookism see the human body and mind as objects to develop and
improve, as reflected by retouched digital images on social media. My
early art practice embodies a critical consciousness towards these

matters.

My later work focuses on fictive human figures that appear
on digital platforms and in social media-based culture. I pay attention
to the fictitious characteristics of Buke(multi-persona) and virtual
human influencers that have recently gained popularity on social
media. Their personas and appearances are made-up for their
creators’ intentions and their social activities are fictitiously
constructed through images shared on social media. These fictional
elements of these two characters are directly reflected in my work. I
have created my own Buke(multi-persona) as well as develop
personas for virtual influencers in my work. The human desire for
the perfect body takes shape into images of fictive human figures in
digital space whilst incorporating the development of image processing
technology. Through using fictive human figures, I aim to reflect my
critical perspective on the human desire for a perfect body and the

superficiality of social media.

The main methodology of my artistic practice involves
imagining and postulating possible scenarios in the event that current
issues have deteriorated in the future. This strategy of posing ‘What-if’

questions to develop narratives is similar to that of science fiction and
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film. In my later work, the methodology I employ is to first imagine a
possible scenario and postulate a prototype of a product as a response
to that scenario. These prototypes are visualized through the creation
of models, digital images, or videos with accompanying narratives.
Through the shift of temporal and spatial settings, my work considers
how the viewer might perceive the future within these narratives. This
approach allows for the expansion and re-contextualisation of the

current issues we face today.

This study is significant in that it examines and analsyses my
critical perspective on the current social condition, whereby the
human body has become an object to be enhanced and developed in
the age of digital superficiality on social media. This practice-based

research was conducted as part of my work from 2017 to 2022.

keywords : fictive self-image, social media, social criticism, digital
human, body development, retouched human image
Student Number : 2016-21324
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