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{Abstract)

A Study on the Education of
Modern Korean Novels for Chinese

[.earners

- Focused on social and historical contexts -

Liu,Yaxin
Department of Korean Language Education

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to explore the principle of reading Korean modern
novels from a new historical perspective for Chinese high-quality
Korean learners, and based on this, it aims to present the goals of
Korean modern novel reading education that can fully function and
play the role of social and historical contexts.

In this study, the concept of social and historical contexts was first
reconceptualized from the perspective of neo-historicalism. The social
and historical context is the result of the reconstruction of abstract
components such as social situations, values and beliefs, ideologies,
customs, and cultural rules shared by subjects living in the same
cultural community at a specific time by interacting with internal and
external contexts through text. Focusing on the social and historical

context composition process of Chinese learners, this study set the
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principles of reading contemporary Korean novels centered on social
and historical contexts as ‘capturing social and historical information in
text’, ‘communication between text and social and historical context’,
and ‘reorganization of text meaning and social and historical context’.
In addition, it was considered that modern Korean novel education
centered on social and historical contexts has educational significance
in that it enhances pluralistic and open text understanding, forms a
new perception of the relationship between literature and history, and
explores the contemporary value of text.

This study conducted an experiment on Chinese advanced Korean
learners. Prior to the experiment, ‘works that can arouse the interest
and motivation of Chinese learners with abundant social and historical
information’, ‘works that fit the language level of Chinese learners’,
‘works that deal with universal topics’, ‘works that become authentic
in literary history’, ‘short stories with appropriate difficulty and
amount” were selected. The experiment focused on what social and
historical contexts Chinese learners use in the process of reading
modern Korean novels, how to communicate with text, and how to
reconstruct social and historical contexts through novels. Subsequently,
Chinese learners’ understanding of modern Korean novels centered on
social and historical contexts was summarized into the following
categories. First, in the aspect of ‘capturing social and historical
information in the text’, learners used linguistic and non-verbal
information in the text. Next, in the aspect of ‘communication
between text and social and historical context’, learners talked with
the text while reflecting macroscopic Korean history and national
history. Finally, in the aspect of ‘reorganizing text meaning and social
and historical ~ context’, learners  responded by  integrating

communication results to reconstruct their perceptions of society and
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history, giving the text a new meaning. In addition, by analyzing the
negative understanding patterns of learners, the difficulties that
Chinese learners face in understanding modern Korean novels centered
on social and historical contexts were presented as ‘lack of knowledge
of Korean society and history’, ‘excessive dependence on the
perspective of current society and history’, and ‘absolute application of
macro Korean history’.

Based on the analysis of learners’ aspects, this study devised the
goals, contents, and methods of modern Korean novel education
centered on social and historical contexts. First, it aims to allow
Chinese learners to read modern Korean novels from a social and
historical perspective and deepen their understanding of Korean
history. The contents of modern Korean novel education centered on
social and historical contexts were presented as ‘recognition of the
social and historical structure of the text’, ‘reorganization of related
social and historical knowledge’, and ‘interpretation of text and
deepening of historical sense through comparison’. Methods of modern
Korean novel education centered on social and historical contexts were
presented as ‘understanding social and historical information in text
through cooperative learning’, ‘providing historical data and searching
historical knowledge’, and ‘comparison of text and social and historical
knowledge through key questions’.

This study is meaningful in overcoming the difficulty of
understanding novels centered on social and historical contexts in
modern Korean novel education and expanding learners’ subjectivity
and activism. Furthermore, it can be evaluated as effective in helping
learners build new historical awareness and form an integrated
historical sense, and enhancing their ability to understand history and

literature. However, there is a limitation in that it cannot organize a
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class course that can be conducted in the actual educational field.

Keywords: Korean language education, social and historical
context, modern Korean novels, new historicism,
contextual communication, contextual composition.

School number: 2020-27083
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