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Abstract
The Effect of Social Studies

Multicultural Instruction
Using Role—-play
on Multicultural Acceptability
of High School Students

Hojin Park
Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Multicultural changes in Korean society are intensifying. The
proportion of multicultural births among all children and the
proportion of multicultural marriages in all marriages are both on the
rise. However, the level of multicultural acceptability of Korean
adolescents 1s at a standstill, and in particular, the level of
multicultural acceptability of high school students is lower than that
of middle school students. This situation suggests that practical

efforts are needed to improve high school students’ multicultural
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acceptability.

In the meantime, social studies multicultural education has made
various efforts to cultivate citizens suitable for a multicultural society.
However, the efforts were mostly focused on developing the goal and
content system of the curriculum, and there was a lack of discussion
on what teaching techniques would be effective in achieving the
educational goal. In addition, researches related to role-play, which is
regarded as one of the effective multicultural education strategies,
have been mainly conducted on infants or elementary school students.

Based on this awareness, this study aimed to analyze how social
studies multicultural instruction using role—play affects high school
students’ multicultural acceptability, and set up the following research

hypotheses.

[ ] Main hypothesis: Social studies multicultural instruction using
role-play will be more effective in enhancing
multicultural acceptability than lecture-style
multicultural instruction.

* Sub-hypothesis 1: Social studies multicultural instruction using
role-play will be more effective in enhancing
diversity, a sub-factor of multicultural
acceptability, than lecture—style multicultural
instruction.

* Sub-hypothesis 2: Social studies multicultural instruction using
role-play will be more effective in enhancing
relationship, a sub-factor of multicultural
acceptability, than lecture-style multicultural
instruction.

* Sub-hypothesis 3: Social studies multicultural instruction using

role-play will be more effective in enhancing
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universality, a sub-factor of multicultural
acceptability, than lecture-style multicultural
instruction.

Three high schools located in the Seoul metropolitan area were
selected as study subjects. In each school, one class was set as a
comparison group taking lecture-style multicultural instruction, and
the other class was set as a treatment group taking multicultural
instruction using role-play. Pre-survey and post-survey were
conducted on both groups. Statistical analysis was conducted based
on the responses of 126 people who finally showed valid responses.

As a result of conducting t-test and multiple regression analysis to
verify the hypothesis, it was found that social studies multicultural
instruction using role-play have a more positive effect on enhancing
high school students’ multicultural acceptability than lecture-style
multicultural instruction. Accordingly, the main hypothesis and three
sub-hypotheses were all adopted.

These findings suggest the following implications. First, in order to
achieve educational goals through social studies multicultural
instruction, it i1s essential not only to pay attention to the content
system but also to consider teaching techniques. Second, in high
school social studies multicultural instruction, it is necessary to
actively utilize teaching techniques that focus on student participation
and experience, such as role-play. Third, it is important to reflect the
level of multicultural acceptability of learners when organizing social

studies multicultural instruction.

keywords : Social Studies Education, Multicultural Education,
Role-play, Multicultural Acceptability
Student Number : 2021-21433
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