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1] 3t} (Dobson, 2003).

FAES otolAM e AT AE fdst Bsol sk Rgo= A
U ti7he vhebx] 3 AE] AJYlo = A uwgs] sjof @ AQly =y A
-JT*O‘ FFE 7 Ak 209 EAY o5& Ailete PE st Ao

B om FA =7 A& 83 AH
& 7Pf<]°ﬂ o gk OL@'QE 3 EAE sAdste = Aolth(HA S}, 2015).
AN ES AFHA g7 RS

sk glo] obd kA BF2 At AHANE 48 FFHA

a2 Mg Ad Fro e ARl Yol Foud dFS
7N v g2 Ao, A9, wigy 3 55 ondt e
st AEAE olsfistH 7HQlel dsow o] s BA He A=
of tHal <l1Astar, AE] ¥ {H(ecological space)ol] FFAdo]l HQTH
(Dobson, 2003)& 3% + Ut Eg 5‘?’5% GALet Y A Eo] AL
Aoz A9l Q= dEol Afolvt MEAH AA & 254 s7lo T4
H= Zo] ofyEt AR e, A, wieu T EJ AEfz gadel 7]k
g T4 78 vEeR 45 & JA Ao E A, 2011).
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Abstract

The Effects of River Environmental
Geography Program on Foological
Gtizenship of Elementary School

Students

Yongjun Choi
Department of Social Education and Geography
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

While intoxicated with the richness of human civilization, people all
over the world neglected the seriousness of environmental problems
that occur simultaneously. However, as time passes, as environmental
problems in various spatial scales become more serious, voices calling
for solutions are growing. Various individuals and groups around the
world are aware of the seriousness and are moving to directly solve
serious environmental problems.

In this trend, the meaning and importance of environmental
education 1s growing. Environmental education aims to solve
environmental problems through cooperation with various members of
society based on environmental knowledge. Therefore, schools are

trying to nurture citizens who take initiative based on an
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ecologically—centered worldview through environmental education.

However, students tend to regard environmental problems only at
the global level and do not take seriously the environmental problems
that occur in their own region. The reason i1s that environmental
education applied to students is far from the spatial context of
students. Interest in ecological citizenship is growing as a new form
of citizenship that can solve these problems. Ecological citizenship is
a new type of citizenship that pays attention to environmental
problems occurring at various spatial scales and acts with
environmental knowledge and ethical obligations and responsibilities.

In order to -cultivate ecological citizenship, it 1S necessary to
actively utilize rivers as environmental education grounds. A river is
a space where various plants and animals live, and a place where
various members of the ecosystem form complex relationships.
Students can learn the process of recognizing and solving
environmental problems of rivers in the river space where humanities
and natural environments are harmonized. Therefore, this study
verified whether the environmental geography program conducted in
rivers, which are everyday spaces of elementary school students, was
helpful in cultivating ecological citizenship.

To this end, an environmental geography program was developed
and applied to 9 elementary school students who applied for the
'Pureum’ club at S Elementary School in Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi—do
to cultivate ecological citizenship. The environmental geography
program  consisted of a total of 7 sessions through
planning -preparation—-development-improvement stages. FEach class
reflected the educational areas of 'virtue’, 'knowledge’, ’'skills’, and
"attitude’, and placed ecological citizenship elements suitable for each

area. In order to verify the cultivation of ecological -citizenship,
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students’ reflection journals and teachers’ observation journals were
collected during the program. Based on this, in—depth interviews were
conducted and qualitative analysis was conducted.

The analysis results in the areas of ‘virtue’, ‘knowledge’, ‘function’
and ‘attitude’ are as follows. In virtue, students presented the opinion
that public interest leads to individual interest, so it is necessary to
pursue public interest. In addition, it was possible to recognize the
equal value of all life and to confirm consideration and sympathy for
life living in a polluted environment.

Regarding knowledge, students understood that ecological knowledge
constitutes an ecosystem 1In a spatial range of various scales,
focusing on deterritorialization and relationships, and that the
components of the ecosystem mutually influence each other. However,
there was a gap in students’ understanding of political knowledge.
Compared to the 5th year participants, the 3rd year participants were
aware of the political knowledge learned in this program, but could
not expand it to other political knowledge.

In the functional area, the communication ability to exchange
opinions with each other and come up with various ideas and the
critical thinking ability to present valid grounds and select the best
idea were cultivated. And they have the introspection ability to look
back on their own perspectives and actions.

In the area of attitude, it was confirmed through articles that there
was a change in the attitude that the community should directly
participate in solving environmental problems. In addition, they
expressed their intention to actively participate in solving problems
without turning a blind eye to environmental problems even after the
program.

Through these research results, it was confirmed that the river
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environmental geography program is an effective strategy to help
cultivate ecological citizenship. It i1s hoped that this research will
contribute to fostering ecological citizens who can independently solve

environmental problems in modern society.

keywords : ecological citizenship, river, environmental
geography, elementary school students
Student Number : 2020-29881
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