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Abstract
Policy understandings in sports policy
implementation process:

Focused on Korean sports club policy

Kim, Sunjin
Department of Physical Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to understand how policy makers, policy
deliverers, and policy implementers involved in the execution of sports
club policy, adopted as a major policy task by the government,
understand and execute the policy. It seeks to derive policy
implications by comparing the actual policy execution process
according to the policy understanding of the participants. To achieve
the research objectives, the research questions have been set as
follows: 1) How have sports club policy participants understood and
executed the sports club policy? 2) What can be learned through a
comparison of policy understanding differences and policy execution
among policy participants?

To answer these research questions, policy execution data over a
ten-year period from 2013, when the sports club policy was
implemented, to June 2023 were analyzed. In addition, in-depth
interviews were conducted with 15 participants of the sports club

policy from April to June 2023.
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The results of this study, based on data analysis, are as follows.
Firstly, the understanding and implementation of policy varied
depending on the sports club policy participant. The government as a
policy maker had a macro understanding that emphasized the overall
policy objectives, while sports clubs as policy implementers had a
micro understanding that emphasized the immediate survival of the
sports clubs. The Korean Sport and Olympic Committee, as a policy
deliverer that conveys the government’s policies to implementers, had
an intermediate understanding that considered both the government’'s
policy objectives and the policy execution field. Secondly, the
implication through a comparison of policy understanding differences
and policy execution among policy participants is that the difference
in policy understanding among policy implementers becomes a
stumbling block for successful policy execution. It was analyzed that
the sports club policy, being pushed as a typical top—down policy, led
to a dissonance between ideal and reality, resulting in a reduction in
policy effects.

This study is significant as it provides a comparative analysis of
the understanding and the subsequent execution process of sports
club policy by policy participants over the past 10 years, at a point
one year after the enforcement of the "Sports Club Act” in 2022. It

also derives policy implications from this comparison.

keywords : Sport clubs, Policy implementation, Policy understanding,
Policy awareness
Student Number : 2016-23324
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