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In X=7]H] (Dokkaebi) the mythological demons of Korean folklore
take on musical form. Their mischievous pranks are heard in the
capricious interplay of notes, as the gayageum itself is seemingly
transformed into a musical goblin, spinning out various ideas —
quirky lines that leap around the instrument, grooving riffs that
abruptly appear and disappear, and a slow dance like section that
morphs into something else entirely, all building to a demonic finish.
In the end, the grotesque creatures scurry away, hiding again until

they once more decide to come out and play.
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=17 “Western Composers’ Encounter with Korean Traditional
Music : With a Focus on Compositional Aspects and Aesthetics of
Music in the Global Era = 21471 A% 27152 o9 k=442l
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Ao 5 - = “The West’ in the Stream of Korean New
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An Analysis of
<Demons> Composed by
Donald Reid Womack

Hayoung Yoon
Department of Music

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study 1s an analysis of <Demons> composed by Donald Reid
Womack. The results of examining the overview of the work and the
method of tuning, analyzing the melodic and rhythmic progression,
and the relationship between musical expression and the subject
through the overall structure of the piece are as follows.

First, the composer composed the piece <Demons> which was
based on the theme of "Goblin”, a mythical existence in Korean
folklore. In order to musically express the characteristics of the goblin
interpreted by the composer, it was found that basic tuning methods,
wide-spaced leaps and continuous beat changes for each section,
maximizing the contrast of counting, and emphasizing effects using
left-handed expressions and right-handed accents were applied to the

entire song.
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Second, the structure of the piece can be divided into the
beginning, middle, and end based on the speed and instructions
described in the score. In the beginning and end, the most
representative characteristic of the goblin was expressed musically
through fast and regular rhythm repetition, and in the middle of the
song, the "shape of the goblin changing into a completely different
shape and returning to its original shape” was expressed musically.
As a result of dividing the overall structure of the piece based on the
change of the melodic theme and the emergence of new motivations,
it was divided into a total of five paragraphs, from paragraph to
paragraph, and almost similar to the previously presented
paragraph.

Third, as a result of analyzing the melodic progression of
<Demons>, it was found that this piece small units of sound types
appeared that served as motivation for each paragraph, and the
melody progressed through the process of presenting, expanding, and
transforming them. Regular but continuous feelings could be avoided
by changing the pitch while maintaining the same rhythm of the
basic sound type, and overall, unity was given to the entire song. In
addition, various variations based on the suggested synchronous tone
were found, such as expanding or reducing the structure by
correcting the front and rear melodies while taking the suggested
synchronous tone in common, or repeating the same sound but
increasing the tension of the music. Therefore, it was found that the
repetition and change of the synchronous sound type were an
important factor in the progress of the melody of <Demons>.

Fourth, various modern performance methods appear in this song,
and the composer was able to form the atmosphere of the piece in a

variety of ways and express the theme more effectively through
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these styles. It increased the relationship with the material and
clearly conveyed the composer’'s intention by instructing novel playing
methods such as using differential sounds, percussion elements using
both hands, Bartok pizzicato, nail-scratching strings, and glissando on
the left side of the Anjok standard. It also improved the immersion of
the music and helped the listener recognize the theme more
intuitively by adding various sound effects, away from the existing
performance method of Gayageum, which used to play only the
melody.

In this way, the composer divided the piece into three main parts
and tried to describe the most representative character of <Demons>
in each part, and expressed detailed characteristics musically in it.
Through the repetition and transformation of the synchronous sound
type and the modern and bold performance method, the traditional
Korean i1mage of the material was newly interpreted from the
perspective of a foreign composer, and tried to clearly convey the
theme of the song by applying his own musical grammar while
maintaining Gayageum'’s unique tone and technique.

I hope that this study will help the performers and composers who
encounter this song to perform and interpret it, and furthermore, I
hope that various creative activities and research by domestic and
foreign composers will be conducted in the Korean traditional music

world.

keywords : Gayageum, Donald Reid Womack, Demons,
Gayageum contemporary music
Student Number : 2020-22455
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PROGRAM NOTE

In =7]4] (Dokkaebi) the mgthologica[ demons of Korean folklore take on musical form. Their mischievous
Pranl(s are heard in the caPricious intch[ag of notes, as the gayageum itself is seeming‘g transformed into a
musical gob[in, spinning out various ideas — quirkg lines that leap around the instrument, grooving riffs that
abru t[g appear and disa pear, and a slow dancelike section that morPhs into somcthing else cntire[g, all
buil ingto a demonic ﬁnisE‘ Inthe end, the grotesque creatures scurry away, hiding again until thcg once
more decide to come out and Play‘

For Lee Ji Eun
SEEEE

Duration ca. 8:00-9:00

Copyrxght © 2016 Akamai Music
Al Rrghfs Reserved
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