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<Abstract>
A Study of Variation Patterns in Jung
Dal-young'’s Gayageum Sanjo Melodies -

Focusing on Jinyangjo

Han Min-ji

Major in Korean traditional instrumental music
Department of Music

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

keywords : Han Suk-gu Lineage, Jung Dal-young, Gayageum
Sanjo, Improvisation, Mode Composition, Variation Techniques
Student Numbper : 2019-27654

This research focuses on six pieces of Gayageum sanjo Jinyangjo
notation, which is a part of the Han Suk-gu lineage, and explores the
Mode Composition and variation methods based on Jung Dal-young’s
melodies. The first part investigates the overall melodic progression
and musical characteristics, centered around the Jinyangjo structure.
In the second part, a comparison is made between similar melodies in
the pieces to uncover the variation techniques. Through this analysis,
we examine the underlying principles of Jinyangjo in

Jung Dal-young’'s Gayageum sanjo melodies and delve into the
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improvisational variation techniques employed by Jung Dal-young
during performances. The findings are as follows:

Firstly, Jung Dal-young’s Gayageum sanjo melodies largely adhere
to the traditional pattern of Ujo - Pyeongjo - Gemyeonjo , while the
transitional Doljang plays a distinct role in connecting Ujo and

Pyeongjo.

Secondly, the Gayageum sanjo melodies by Jung Dal-young follow
the symbolic notation structure of A-B-C-D-E-D, progressing from
"Key Center of A Pyeongjo to Key Center of E Gemyeonjo + Key
Center of A Pyeongjo (hybrid) to Key Center of G-Pyeongjo to Key
Center of G Gemyeonjo to Key Center of D Gemyeonjo to Key
Center of G Gemyeonjo.

Additionally, temporary modulation melodies such as D, Bb, and C’
Gemyeonjo, and B b Pyeongjo are inserted, a characteristic unique to

the traditional Gemyeonjo.

Thus, we can conclude that Jung Dal-young’s Gayageum sanjo
melodies are rooted in the A-B-C-D-E-D structural principle in
symbolic notation, with temporary modulations revolving around the
D-E-D foundation.

Thirdly, the variation techniques derived from similar melodies in
Jung Dal-young’s Gayageum sanjo can be classified into four
categories: melodic, tonal, rhythmic, and phrasing and performance
techniques. Melodic variation involves condensing or expanding the
melody and sometimes utilizes whole-tone or octave relationships.
The ending melody showecases distinctive characteristics such as

Cheong variation examples or downward interval leaps.
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Tonal variation includes modifications of starting and intermediary
tones, as well as transformations of pitch within similar melodies.
Additionally, the technique involves prolonging notes and filling in
rests. Variations are also observed by adding or omitting intermediary
tones.

Rhythmic variation is characterized by the equal division of the
triple beat and lengthening of notes, which creates differences in the
rhythm of the poetic meter (siga).

Phrasing and performance technique variations involve compressing
or extending the phrasing, transforming identical phrasing, and
employing techniques like pressing or releasing the same pitch one or
two lines below or above or using plucking at the open strings

during performances.

fourthly, Based on the frequency analysis of the derived variation
techniques, we find that Jung Dal-young mainly employs methods
such as adding or omitting intermediary tones for variation, as well

as condensing melodies with identical pitches.
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