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Abstract

A Study of The Commemorative
Folding Screen of the Crown
Prince's 1800 Investiture Ceremony

and Its Political Significance

Lee, Yoojeong
Department of Archaeology and Art History
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study examines the political function of The Commemorative
Folding Screen of the Crown Prince's 1800 Investiture Ceremony (The
Screen of the Investiture Ceremony), a folding screen created in the
early 19th-century Joseon court and commissioned by the Office of
Heralds (Seonjeongwan-cheong). This painting is highly unusual in its
subject, because it depicts "The Banquet of the Queen Mother of the
West," a mythic banquet of immortals, which shows no relation to the

investiture ceremony.

By reexamining the creation date of The Screen of the
Investiture Ceremony, this study reveals that the work was actually
completed after 1802. This newly discovered fact strongly suggests that
"The Banquet of the Queen Mother of the West" on the screen was

_98_



painted after 1802 as well. Furthermore, it is highly likely that The
Screen of the Investiture Ceremony was completed to celebrate the royal
wedding ceremony of 1802, which was the marriage between King
Sunjo (r. 1800-1834) and Queen Sunwon (1789-1857), as it marked the
reclaiming of power for the Office of Heralds. The Office of Heralds
could restore their power owing to the political alliance with Kim
Josun (1765-1832), Queen Sunwon's father, who had control over the

military.

In addition, it is highly likely that "The Banquet of the Queen
Mother of the West" on The Screen of the Investiture Ceremony
symbolically represented the royal wedding of 1802. During the late
Joseon dynasty, folding screens depicting "The Banquet of the Queen
Mother of the West" were commonly used to celebrate wedding
ceremonies, suggesting that the theme of The Screen of the Investiture
Ceremony was also chosen to commemorate the royal wedding of 1802.
The Screen of the Investiture Ceremony, indeed, is laden with
iconographic elements that signal its relation to a wedding ceremony.
Additionally, the Queen Mother of the West, a Daoist female deity,
served as a visual and literary symbol representing royal women as
female hosts of royal banquets. Notably, the folding screen of "The
Banquet of the Queen Mother of the West" was installed in Queen
Sunwon’s living quarters, implying that The Screen of the Investiture
Ceremony also highlighted her as a female protagonist of the wedding.
In all likelihood, The Screen of the Investiture Ceremony served as a
visualized political symbol for the Office of Heralds to commemorate
the royal wedding ceremony, which was a significant milestone in

reclaiming their power and authority.

keywords: The Commemorative Folding Screen of the Crown Prince's
1800 Investiture Ceremony, the Office of Heralds (Seonjeongwan-cheong),
The Banquet of the Queen Mother of the West, commemorative folding
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screens, royal wedding ceremony, royal women
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