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Abstract

Sociocultural Reproduction and
Spread of Faction Consciousness
in the 18th and 19th Century

Joseon

Yoon, Minkyung
Department of Korean History

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the people of Joseon had
overlapping identities and consciousness structures created by
factions( A& ), schools of thought, regions, families, and other
factors. Factional consciousness became one of the various
identities that individuals had, influencing their thoughts and
actions, thereby transforming the face of Joseon society.

During the late 17th to early 18th centuries, as they went
through significant political upheavals, faction members shared
the same experiences of being Kkilled or exiled within their

groups. Consequently, faction members developed stronger
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factional consciousness compared to previous periods. After the
18th century, this heightened factional consciousness became
internalized in individuals through education and learning. As
factions became hereditary, yangban members received education
on the political and academic foundations of their factions from
an early age within their families. This education helped form
the basis of factional consciousness, allowing them to be
socialized into specific factional members within the political
society.

Factional consciousness also extended to the social
relationships individuals formed. In the 18th century Joseon, the
human relationships formed by faction members became more
restricted to within the same faction, narrowing down to
interactions within their factions. While some interactions with
members of other factions still existed, yangban members
primarily engaged in social exchanges and marriages within
their factions, forming their social networks within the
framework of factions. The factional consciousness that
governed an individual's social relationships was not something
formed solely during their lifetimes. Instead, it was an inherited
sense of factional loyalty, passed down through generations,
which influenced and transformed their social networks.
However, the division of human relationships based on factions
underwent changes from the 18th to the 19th century. When
focusing on the central bureaucracy, factional divides in human
relationships were most pronounced during the 18th century, but
by the 19th century, although factional distinctions remained
prevalent in areas like marriage customs, there was a visible

relaxation n factional distinctions concerning  general
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interpersonal exchanges compared to the 18th century.

As factional consciousness solidified and persisted over time,
distinct cultures specific to each faction emerged within the
factions. This cultural phenomenon, arising from the
embodiment of factional consciousness, manifested in various
aspects, including preferences in writing styles, differences in
performing rituals, and distinctions in attire between men and
women. Factional identity had become visually represented and
integrated into everyday life, no longer confined solely to the
political realm but existing in various aspects of individuals'
daily experiences. The reason factions could incorporate cultural
elements is well—known; not only were factions inherently
political groups from their inception in Joseon, but they also had
close connections with scholarly and regional factors. Factional
distinctions contributed to shaping the social individuality of late
Joseon society. Factions not only reinforced an exclusive sense
of belonging among individuals but also served as clear
indicators of their identities within the factions. In summary,
factions in the 18th and 19th centuries were not only political
groups but also cultural communities that uniquely established
and shared cultural symbols.

In 18th and 19th century Joseon, the range of subjects
possessing factional consciousness was also expanding. Some
yangban women, lower —class yangban, middle —class people, and
commoners emerged as new subjects with  factional
consciousness. Since the late 16th century, factions with simple
names such as the people of the East(3®A) and the people of
the West(#8A); the old(Z&#) and young(4*i#), and the people
of the South(FdA) and the people of North(dtA) have been
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continuous for a long time in the capital and provinces, and
some of the figures who have been alienated from politics have
begun to talk and read about factions. And the content of
factional knowledge held by the subjects of this new factional
consciousness was the interest in politics and the political
history of Joseon, which is represented by factions.

The factional consciousness of these new subjects extended
beyond a mere interest in the past. It became a window
through which contemporaneous politics could be understood.
However, while it was significant in stimulating interest and
curiosity in politics as a whole during the 19th century, it had
definite limitations in providing an accurate interpretation and
prognosis of contemporary reality.

The broadening scope of factional consciousness in the 18th
and 19th century Joseon also held another meaning. It could be
observed in the cultural emulation of the political culture of
elite male yangban represented by factions of yangban women
and non—yangban individuals. Until the 16th to 17th centuries,
the unfolding narrative of Joseon's political history, related and
developed through the factions, was primarily enjoyed and
disseminated by the ruling class, including the king and the
officials, which constituted the established factional subjects.
Therefore, understanding this narrative of Joseon's political
history and developing factional consciousness appropriate to it
triggered intellectual desires among yangban women and
non—yangban individuals as they, too, aspired to share the
culture of the elite.

The fact that some yangban women and non—yangban

individuals emerged as new subjects of factional consciousness
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has significance in their growth in political awareness. The 19th
century was a period when political consciousness expanded
beyond the established order. While some individuals developed
political consciousness directed outward from the existing
system, there was simultaneous growth in political consciousness
directed inward toward the existing system. This aspect reminds
us of previous studies that revealed that some yangban women
and non—yangban individuals actively embraced Confucian
hierarchical ideology in 19th—century Joseon. In the 19th
century, not only in terms of ethical consciousness but also
factional consciousness, active imitation and adaptation of the
factional knowledge by yangban women and non—yangban

individuals occurred.

Keywords: Joseon, Faction, Factional Consciousness, Marriage
within a Faction, Culture, Hanguel, Books on

Political Position, Women

Student Number: 2015—30928
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