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Abstract

The Re-organization and
the Background of

Hansongbuw’s Bang-Gye System
in the 18™ century

Jung, Dahye
Department of Korean History
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study focuses on how and why the organization of the administration
system of Hansongbu (JEIHJF), the capital city of Choson, had changed
significantly in the 18" century. When pre-modern societies re-organize their
administration units, the main purpose of the action is to fulfill the nation’s
need of figuring out its accurate population. In particular, Hansongbu had a
significant influence on the formation of the city and its people as it was
the central part of the country. While previous studies have found the
reason for Hansongbu’s administrative change from the growth of
“commercial cities” through the socioeconomic lens, this study goes further
and spotlights the nation’s administrative need.

In the late Choson period, the administration system of Hansongbu consists



of the highest level Bu (°); the intermediate level Bang (34); and the
lowest level Gye (32). The so-called Bang-Gye system was first adopted to
the inner side of Hanyang Castle (¥}, Dosong) and was expanded to the
outer side of the castle in the late 18" century. Not only the inner side but
also the outer side of the castle — including Dong-bu (3 ZB; Eastern part of
Hansongbu), Buk-bu (Jt3ZB, Northern part of Hansongbu), and the riverside
of Han River (J£YL) - followed the Bang-Gye system in tandem with the
growing national need of managing its people under one universal system.
For Hansongbu, capturing the accurate picture of its citizens and having an
effective calling out for the state’s needs were the reason behind the
organization of the Bang-Gye system. Unlike other cities which were using
another administrative system with the intermediate level Myeon (1) and the
lowest level Li (2), Hansongbu needed a more subdivided unit to manage
its complicated tax system. The aim was to strengthen the management of
the citizens with the new system where the subdivided basic unit well
fulfills the need.

The increased number of people in the city’s census shows the advanced
management of people living in Hansongbu. As the census had led to a
better understanding of its taxpayers, Hansongbu could newly create the
Bang-Gye system. Since the mid and late 18" century, the population of the
eastern (Dong-bu) and northern (Buk-bu) parts of Hansongbu increased and
so did the proportion of the two regions out of Hansongbu. Despite the fact
that the eastern and northern parts did not provide the best environment and
location to live, the local government’s understanding and management of
the population had improved. This suggests that the nation’s administrative
need of managing the population had increased significantly.

And one of the reasons behind the stronger administrative control of
Hansongbu was the increasing number of major facilities of the nation in

the 18" century. Tombs of the royal family and military facilities were built
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in the eastern and western parts of Hansongbu. As more people were
needed to manage and support such facilities, the need for the exact census
was higher than ever. Under the administrative need, the Bang-Gye system
was thoroughly organized and applied to the both inner and outer sides of
Hansongbu.

The organization of the Bang-Gye system suggests the nation’s influence in
every aspect — politics, economy, and military — on its capital, Hansongbu.
In the 18" century, all across the Hansongbu was still under such a
profound national influence, which shows that the characteristic of traditional
capital cities had not gone yet in the 18" century but coexisted with

socioeconomic changes like commerce.
keywords : Hansongbu (VE3H/F), the capital, Seoul, the 18" century,

Bu (), Bang (¥5), Gye ()
Student Number : 2021-24164
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