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[Abstract]

The Establishment and
Transformation of Characteristics
of Gyeongneungjeon during the

Goryeo Dynasty.

Eunji Maeng
Deartment of Korea History

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study aims to investigate the context surrounding the
construction of Gyeongneungjeon and the process of standardizing its
rituals, with a focus on identifying the reasons for the continued
existence of Gyeongneungjeon as the duplicate ancestral shrine. After
ascending to the throne, the king enshrined his deceased parents in
three different spaces. Firstly, he placed their spirit tabletsGifi==, sinju)
in a designated area, secondly tomb underwent rearrangement, and
finally, at the temple, they enshrined a portrait and performed
ancestral remembrance ceremony (= /=%, gisinjae). Gyeongneungjeon,
which was established in the 8th year of King Hyeonjong’s reign,
was a newly built facility during the process where moral issues
prevented the enshrinement of the spirit tabletsGif ¥, sinju) of King
Anjong and Queen Hyosuk in Taemyo.(A ).
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During its early construction, Gyeongneungjeon functioned as a
"Honjeon(3#%),” a place to enshrine the spirit tablets(iti¥:, sinju) of
King Anjong and Queen Hyosuk instead of the TaemyoCAJH). This
circumstances supported by the difference in expressions when
describing the enshrinement of their spirit tabletsGifi:, sinju) at
Gyeongneungjeon and Hyeonhwasa in the inscription of the
monument at Yeongchuisan Daejaeunhyeonhwasa, as well as the
addition of posthumous titles in the 18th year of King Hyeonjong's
reign(1017).

As time passed, Gyeongneungjeon, a place for enshrining the spirit
tablets(ii %, sinju) of King Anjong and Queen Hyosuk, converted into
a space for enshrining the portrait of King Taejo and his
descendants. This change was a measure taken by King Hyeonjong
to ensure the continued existence of Gyeongneungjeon beyond his
reign and to symbolize the lineage of the Hyeonjong royal family.

When King Deokjong ascended the throne, he personally held the
coronation ceremony at Gyeongneungjeon, which was the most
appropriate ritual to symbolize its significance. As the coronation
ceremony for an ancestor demonstrated the legitimacy of the throne,
King Deokjong’s coronation at Gyeongneungjeon showcased the
continuity of the mandate from King Taejo through King Anjong and
King Hyeonjong to him.

The coronation of King Deokjong reaffirmed the symbolic
significance of Gyeongneungjeon as a representation of the prosperity
of the royal authority and the divine mandate. If the rituals were
effectively carried out, their symbolic importance would be
internalized by the people. This can be seen in the fact that
coronation  ceremonies  conducted by  kings continued  at

Gyeongneungjeon until the end of the Goryeo Dynasty.
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As Gyeongneungjeon entered the late Hyeonjong period, its
character changed, and various ceremonies other than the coronation
were performed there. Various rituals were conducted at
Gyeongneungjeon, including presentation and return of the axe, the
celebration of the first birthday of a first prince the ceremony of
announcing the prince bestowed a name and established a title, as
well as ordination of a prince, lantern festival(yeondeunghoe), the
farewell banquet of foreign envoys, and walking meditation
(gyeonghaeng). These diverse rituals were carried out at
Gyeongneungjeon due to its different principles of enshrining the
portrait of the king’s four generations of ancestors and its
geographical location within the palace, unlike Taemyo(AJiH).

On the other hand, after the capital was returned to Gaegyeong, the
ritual activities at Gyeongneungjeon showed a reduced scale. This
was because, unlike before, when it was situated within the palace,
the distinctive geographical characteristics of Gyeongneungjeon

disappeared, leading to a decline in its frequent and regular usage.

Keywords : Hyeonjong, Honjeon(3%), Gyeongneungjeon,
Ascension to the throne, Ju-go(Z45), Standardization of rituals,
Symbolic significance

Student Number : 2020-27212
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