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[Abstract]

Reorganization of Joseon State-owned
Books and Records Management System

by Imperial Japan and Its Meaning

KIM, Sun-young
Department of Korean History

The Graduate School, Seoul National University

A country's national record management system appears in
relation to its political culture, ideology, and political system.
During the Joseon Dynasty, books and records were managed in
a way that conforms to the unique operating principles of the
state. When politics by the intellectual class is maintained, the
state’s knowledge and information are also generally disclosed to
the intellectual class. In the pre-modern period, knowledge and
information generally tended to be monopolized by the ruling
class. The aspect of the monopoly changed with modernization,
and the distribution of knowledge and information expanded from
private to open, with the target of distribution expanded to
ordinary citizens. Japan has denied the illegal forced annexation
of Joseon and has insisted that it was an inevitable choice for
the modernization of Joseon. In this regard, it is necessary to
examine the characteristics of Japan's policy as it pertains to the
knowledge and information managed by Joseon.

During the Joseon Dynasty and the Korean Empire, the offices
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of wvarious governmental agencies in the palace and local
National History Archives individually owned books and records.
Depending on the purpose, various types of books and records,
such as the king's words, Confucian Scriptures, and official
documents, were kept together, with distinction and in order.

This management system began to be reorganized after
Japanese involvement. On November 27, 1907, the Japanese led
the revision of Gungnaebu (Department of the Royal Household)
of the Korean Empire. The government offices belonging to
Gungnaebu were merged. The functions of Hongmungwan,
Jongbusa and Donnyeongsa were integrated into Gyuwjanggak. This
reorganization was led by the Japanese to reduce the budget.

On September 23, 1908, the Regulations for the Subdivision of
Gyujanggak were enacted and four divisions were established
under Gyujanggak. These were Jeonmo-gwa, Doseo-gwa,
Girok-gwa, and Munsa-gwa. The Japanese imperialists attempted
to make Gyujanggak of Gungnaebu an organization with functions
and structures similar to those of Japan's Zushoryo (Bureau of
Drawings and Books) of Kunaisho (Department of the Imperial
Household). In addition, by each division under Gyuanggak,
books and records under Gungnaebu were gathered by type.

Jeonmo-gwa managed the royal genealogy, the king's words, the
king's portraits, and other such publications. Doseo-gwa, the
Division of Books collected approximately 100,000 books from the
old Gywanggak, Hongmungwan, Jibokjae (King Gojong's library),
Sigangwon, and Bukhansan Haenggung and managed them as
“Jesil (Imperial Household) Books.” Girok-gwa, the Division of
Records managed the Records of Gungnaebu, which included

“Seungjeongweon llgi (Daily Record of the Grand Secretariat),”
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“llseongrok (The Record of Daily Reflections),” various Deungrok
(transcribed records), Uigwe (illustrated records of rituals), and
various official documents under Gungnaebu. Munsa-gwa's work
involved a variety of tasks, including the writing of “//seongrok”
and the recording of history.

Regarding “Jesi/ Books,” the opening of the Imperial Household
Library was planned. However, the library was not opened, and
along with Japan's forced merger with the Korean Empire,
Gyujanggak, a management organization scheme for books and
records, was abolished.

Books and records that were being managed by Gyujanggak
were forcibly received by the Japanese Government-General of
Korea. Records of various government departments of the Korean
Empire were also received by the Governor-General. The
Investigation Bureau of the Governor-General of Korea took over
and managed books and records owned by the Joseon state; a
year later, it was managed by the Counselor’s Office.

With being managed by Japanese Government-General of Korea,
these books and records began to be considered ‘books’
regardless of their type. The Investigation Bureau, and later the
Sub-office of the Counselor’'s Office, compiled a list and
documentation of this book and its records. These books and
records were used to investigate ancient customs and systems in
Joseon. Japanese scholars also studied and referred to these
books.

The purpose of the use of data by the Governor-General
gradually shifted to ‘historical compilation.” In November of 1922,
books and records owned by the Joseon state were transferred to

the administration of Academic Affairs Bureau.
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The Japanese Government-General of Korea opened the Joseon
Government-General Library in 1925. For the opening of this
library, some books that were kept in the Sub-office of the
Academic Affairs Section were distributed. However, the
distribution was limited to a few books. The Joseon State-owned
books and records were still kept closed, and the knowledge and
information contained therein were monopolized.

Meanwhile, when the Bureau of Investigation began to manage
these books and records in 1911, some of them were separated
and managed by Yiwangiik (Y7 Household Agency). Yiwangjik
mainly managed the records kept in Bongmodang by Gyujanggak
Jeonmo-gwa, and the books and records of the Jeoksangsan
History Archives. The royal records and general records were
separately managed by Yiwangjik, which is different from the
management of the Japanese Government-General of Korea.

Finally, it is necessary to examine the fact that books and
records were leaked several times under Japanese colonial rule.
Regarding this issue, there are several well-known cases, and
some have been returned to Korea. This study followed several
unknown cases: books sent to Terauchi Bunko in Japan and
books to the University Library in Leuven, Belgium. It is also
necessary to track “Hakbu" (Ministry of Education of the Korean
Empire) books currently in the Ogura Bunko at the University of

Tokyo.

keywords : book, record, catalog of books, Gyujanggak, Jesi/
(Imperial Household) Books, Sub-office of the
Counselor’s Office, library, Jangseogak

Student Number : 2017-36835
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