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Abstract

A Study on Grateful Animal
Flood Tales

— Focused on the Human-Nature

Relationship -

KWON Euncho
Dept. of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The thesis aims at looking into the human—nature relationship
illustrated in grateful animal flood tales and revealing its meaning.
Grateful animal flood tales are grateful animal tales with a flood
motif, which say an animal returns the protagonist’s favor, while a
human bites the hand that feeds one after being rescued from the
flood.

In grateful animal flood tales, the three elements—animals, repaying,
and flood—are significantly intermingled. While repaying is in the
sphere of humanity, the others, animals and floods, are classified as
nature. Thus, the thesis mainly focuses on the relationship between

human beings and nature in grateful animal flood tales, not immersed
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in or concealing anthropocentrism. In particular, various theories
dealing with the relationship between humans and nature, including
animism, are used to comprehend the meaning of grateful animal
flood tales.

Grateful animal flood tales divide into three types depending on the
scale of the flood and the way the protagonist experiences the flood.
In the large scale with a direct experience type, the scale of the flood
1s large enough for the entire world to be submerged, and the
protagonist is swept away by the water. In the small scale with a
direct experience type, the scale of the flood is small, so only some
beings experience flooding, including the protagonist. For the last, in
the small scale with an indirect experience type, only some beings
experience flooding, and the protagonist is not swept away.

The thesis mainly concentrates on three aspects of the
human-nature relationship in each type: the interconnection between
things, communication between human beings and animals, and
coexistence between human beings. At first, the interconnection
between things is focused on. The interconnection between things is
most active on a large scale with a direct experience type. A tree, a
being from the earth, and a fairy, a being from the sky, mingle and
give birth to the protagonist, and the tree, human beings, and animals
exist in contact with each other due to the flood. On a small scale
with a direct experience type, the protagonist, born between trees and
a human being, appears like a child of a ghost, and social convention
remains, which weakens the interconnection between things. On a
small scale with an indirect experience type, the protagonist is a
human being born among humans, and the interconnection between
things is not highlighted even in the event of a flood.

Next, it sheds light on communication between human beings and
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animals. On a large scale with a direct experience type, humans and
animals communicate fluently through icons, indexes, and symbols.
Even though the frequency of animals using symbols decreases on a
small scale with a direct experience type, communication takes place
without problems. On a small scale with an indirect experience type,
humans, who are accustomed to symbols, face difficulty in
communication since animals use only icons and indexes, but
communication eventually takes place. Yet, animals on a small scale
with an indirect experience type merely do not speak symbolic
language but understand symbols.

Lastly, the coexistence between human beings is discussed. On a
large scale with a direct experience type, both the protagonist and
the antagonist become the progenitors of human groups, resulting in
the coexistence between human beings. On a small scale with a
direct experience type, the coexistence between human beings 1is
partially achieved, for the antagonist lives as a servant of the
protagonist. On a small scale with an indirect experience type, the
coexistence between human beings falls through, and the protagonist
and the antagonist suffer severe conflicts.

Since the human-—nature relationship of the grateful animal flood
tales 1s narrated from the perspective of human beings, it 1is
inevitably anthropocentric. However, some aspects deviate from the
anthropocentric. @~ There are two ways to diverge from
anthropocentrism: accentuating the commonalities between human
beings and animals and acknowledging the difference between human
beings and animals. The former is prominent on a large scale with a
direct experience type. In that type, human beings and animals
commonly make each other. Nevertheless, when animals utter that

they would repay the favor, the process of making one another
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becomes subject to the anthropocentric matter of morality.

The latter is noticeable on a small scale with an indirect experience
type. Animals in this type prove that human language is not the only
and absolute means of communication by showing that animals can
communicate without using language. However, animals become
subordinate to the human order because they repay the favor via
human symbols. Human order incurs exclusion, which is subsequently

reduced to the difference of species.
keywords : human, animal, flood, nature, anthropocentrism,

animism
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