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Abstract
A Study on

Modern Korean Length

Hur, Yujin
Department of Korean language and Literature

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper takes a comprehensive look at the length of modern
Korean. The goal is to uncover the nature of length in utterances.
Specifically, this paper discusses what types of length exist in
modern Korean and how they are characterized.

Before beginning the discussion, I define the concept of length in
Chapter 2.1. In this paper, a phoneme is realized as long if “it is
realized longer than the same phoneme in another environment and
the listener can perceive it as a long sound.”

Chapter 2.2 examines the types of length that exist in modern
Korean. It introduces lexical length, compensatory length, companion
length, and expressive length in modern Korean and presents
characteristics and examples of each. However, when I looked at each
of the lengths, I realized that it is difficult to determine which type

of length exists in modern Korean. First, for lexical length,
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dephonologization is so advanced that we can't be sure that the
realized length is the lexical length. It’s also a problem that different
dictionaries have different techniques for lexical length. The second
was about expressive length: not enough research has been done on
the function or characteristics of expressive length to provide a basis
for determining whether a length in an utterance is expressive or not.

These problems are the subject of my attempts in chapters 3 and
4. Chapter 3 deals with problems of lexical length. In 3.1 I looked at
the formation of lexical length. I focused on examples that deviate
from the 'rising>length’ correspondence. In doing so, I try to explain
why dictionaries have different techniques for lexical length. Chapter
3.2 examines the process of lexical length dephonologization, using
previous research to capture the different rates of dephonologization
for different lexical types.

Chapter 4 is about expressive length. I manually collected 504
sentences of expressive length and used them in the study. First, I
look at the function of expressive length, which is divided into
semantic and pragmatic layers. Then I look at the phonetic and
phonological features of expressive length. I also look at the syllable
and phoneme positions where expressive length occurs, and how pitch
and intensity look when expressive length occurs. Finally, I use 504
sentences to examine the quantitative features of expressive length.
Of the 504 words collected, how many types there are, if any of
them are particularly common, what their frequency by part of speech
1s, and what their occurrence looks like statistically.

Chapter 5 summarizes the discussion of this paper and concludes

with limitations and implications.
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