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Abstract

ceee?

Qing Taizong Hongtaiji s
Peace Negotiations with the Ming,
1626-1643

Son, Jaewan
Department of Asian History
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Hongtaiji( 2 AM, r.1626-1643) ascended the throne as the second
Han(i#) of the Later Jin(#44). After he died, Dorgon(%@=)
advanced into Peking after passing through the Shanhai Pass(lLi&E
B4). The Qing(¥#) eventually won the war by destroying the
Southern Ming(Fg8H). Since Hongtaiji's state had won the
Ming-Qing War and in the end had conquered the Ming(8f)
proper, he tended to be understood as having had the conquest
of the Ming proper as an early goal.

This approach has been applied to explain his peace
negotiations with the Ming. Many studies have identified his
peace negotiations as a strategy designed to achieve the goal of
conquering the Ming. This thesis departs from such a teleological
approach and attempts to examine the overall development of

peace negotiations during the Hongtaiji period.
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In the early phase of Hongtaiji's peace negotiations, the
counterpart was Yuan Chonghuan(®z=£4#2). Having heard the news
of Nurhaci’'s death, Yuan dispatched the envoys to present his
condolences to Nurhaci. In response, Hongtaiji wrote a letter to
Yuan. As Yuan did not reply, Hongtaiji sent another letter
presenting specific conditions for the peace agreement.

At this point, Hongtaiji and Yuan Chonghuan wused peace
negotiations as a deceptive tactic. Hongtaiji secured time on the
Ming front and sent an army to Chosdn to eliminate Mao
Wenlong(F£38). Yuan took advantage of this opportunity to
construct castles in the Liaoxi((E7) region. As the negotiations
were stopped, Hongtaiji launched an attack on Yuan's side.
Hongtaiji suggested negotiations on the battlefield, but he did not
get any reaction back from Yuan's side.

After the defeat of this attack, Hongtaiji dispatched envoys to
offer condolences on the death of the Ming Emperor and to
suggest peace negotiations. However, the Ming side rejected the
envoys visit. Soon after, Yuan returned to Liaodong after his
resignation, and Hongtaiji made peace talk with him again. The
negotiations broke down despite Hongtaiji's concessions regarding
seals and the era’s name. In response, Hongtaiji invaded Huabei
(#4k). On the battlefield of the invasion, he suggested
negotiations with the Ming emperor and the officials in Liaodong.
The invasion of Huabei in 1632 took place along with an
expedition against the Chakhar Ligdan. In the sixth year of the
Tiancong era(1632), the Later Jin-Mongol allied forces marched
north toward Ligdan. As Ligdan’'s whereabouts were not known,
they turned their forces south and launched an invasion of

Mongolian cities along the Ming frontier. On the way back to
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Shenyang(i%Pf5), Hongtaiji negotiated with the officials from the
Xuanfu(&/F). During this negotiation, he repeatedly invoked the
precedent of Tumed Altan, arguing that the Later Jin would
receive the goods that the Ming had offered for peaceful
relations with the Mongols. Resuming trade with the Ming was
another major agenda of the negotiation.

In the era of Chongde(52f&, 1636-1643), the Minister of War(f#
\&) of the Ming court actively considered the possibility of a
peace agreement with the Qing. In the third year of the Chongde
era(1638), Yang Sichang(#%##ig) received the Ming emperor's
authorization to send envoys to Shenyang for a negotiation. It
seems that the trade issues were being discussed along with the
precedent of Altan. However, the negotiation was leaked at the
Ming court, which gave Hongtaiji a pretext for raiding Huabei.
After the Ming army was defeated at the Battle of Songshan and
Jinzhou(# 482 8%), the Ming court considered reconciliation with
the Qing. Chen Xinjia(ffR#7H), a Minister of War, dispatched
envoys to Shenyang. Hongtaiji proposed that the Qing would set
the Tashan(¥Ll) area as a border and resume trade in the
adjacent place. Another condition was that the Qing would take a
similar amount of presents the Ming had provided for the
Chakhar. However, the negotiations were stopped again. After
this, Hongtaiji decided to invade Huabei.

Hongtaiji repeatedly exhibited the following behaviors. When the
negotiations progressed and were interrupted by the Ming's
attributable issues, Hongtaiji used such a situation as a pretext
to attack the Ming. He then suggested negotiations again on the
battlefield. As the Ming did not respond, he resumed his attack.

This alternation between negotiation and attack is reminiscent of
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‘the outer frontier strategy’ of nomadic empires which was
suggested by Thomas ]. Barfield. Economic difficulties that the
Manchu state was facing were behind such behaviors. Hongtaiji
repeatedly exhibited behaviors similar to ‘the outer frontier
strategy’ and sought to coexist with the Ming by achieving a
peace agreement with it.

In conclusion, Hongtaiji's peace negotiations were not used as a
well-designed strategy to achieve the great goal of conquering
the Ming. It was the great achievements of the Qing that caused
the misunderstanding of his Hongtaiji's negotiations as a

far-sighted and carefully planned strategy to conquer China.
Keywords : Peace Negotiation, the Ming-Qing War, Hongtaiji,
Yuan Chonghuan(Z&5#4), the invasion of Huabei(¥#it), Ming-Qing

Transition
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